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'A Cs fs: which no man | 


may cithernegleR to bake; or dare to ſell: [aid 
forth imo Sermons you Prov. 23. 23+ 
by Samuel Hicron Miniſter of 
the word,at Modbmrie 


in Devon, 


| Dery neceſſary for the times tn which 
ſo ferv ſeeke after the Truth, and ſo many fall 


ofeſſion and prattiſe 
of feT Truth. 


away from the 


Reuecl. 2.25 


T bat which ye han alreads , hold faſt til I comee. 


| PRINT ED BY IOHN LEGAT, PRIN- 
ter to the Vaiverſitic of Cambridge. 16 06. 


And ace co be ſold at the figne of the Crowne in Pauls 
TONE: en by — amt 


| 


1 
by 


| 


[ 


oo regs, 


TO THE RIGHT 
Worſhiptull, my very 
0004 Lacie, thc Ladic Elizabeth 


Champernowne,of 


Modburic. 


--m ded both of your good knows 
RLS7/ [edge in Geds holy Truth & 
E I your unfuined affettion 
Lt bl -berermo,/ have embo'ared 
>) Bl» [elfe , ropreſent youn «th 
Þ Pan | \ theſe tn's Sermons tome bing 
| Ent SSTpurh : yer 01 for your ſe'fe 
alone, but that from you, they may paſſe rorhe 
| common wſe of all the Loxers of the Truth. 1 | 
| doubt not but that yonr La: doth both ſee, and be- | 
' waile the miſerie of theſe n rerched rermes mn hub. Y: 
Atbeiſme , and Police ( falſ+*ly ſo called, beemg | al 
pudeede lntle better then plaine villenie, ) and. | 
Temparrzing, hae like a canker, fretted ont the 
very heart of Pietre. They are but a fewe, which 
focke to ſearch ont the > Sox ring 'H matievs of Luk. 1.4. 
Religia,or which care to hae (tabliſhed heargs, Heb 13-9 | 
and to know preciſety,which is the True God, Baal | | 
or the Lord. Mer had rither halt betweene | 
two opinions, has ſo they may be for all Timer, "ing 13. 
then wndergor the /abour of grz7118 axbuiſed Ke- S 
fſoleror. On the they, fide, if we come ta'theſe, | 
| (which yer well ne edes be religions, )whut a wofull | 
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falling away ave we behold? In ſome to Pogerie, 

beemg lead captiue( God ww injtice ſerding then 

ſtrong delufions)6y thoſe Falſe brethren yhich 

are priuily crept into exery corner, through the 

remeſſenes of theſe Emill T mes. In other ſome to 

Prophane-neſſe, and to th.it which i of al! ot hos: 
the worſt, luke-warmencs. So thatwe may well | 
ſy, Except the Lord of Hef's had = Ay | 
vnto vs euen a fyall remnait, ca.lorg out (45 rt 
were)one of a citic,and tw ook a Tribe, as the 
ſhepheard raketh out ot the movth of a [y-an, ' 
two legges,or a peece of an care, arccdiy to 

che Election of grice , we ſhould long eve th 
haue beene as Sodoin , and like vito Ge-. 
morrha : we had beene (45 it & [aide of a crea 
Tongue) a very world of wickedneſſe, Now, 
things beeing ſo,there are three omties requized of | 
all that feare God. The firſt is , to !org for the 
Appearing of Chriſt, ad ro crie dai'y, with rhe | 
Soules under the Altar , How long Lord, holy | 
8nd true! Eucn ſo come Lord Jetus. 7 he e- | 
ther ts , ro beware leaſt they be pluckectaway- 
with the Errour of the Times, and fall from 
their owne (tedfaſtnes, The rh.rd is, every man 
in las place, earneſtly 10 contend for the; 


, maintenance of rhe Faith, and the aduarce-, 
' went of the Goſpel + ard ro be as indufirions;, to 


conuert the goers aliray, and roexhborr che Bee. 
leeners ro continue in the Faith, xx the Phariſas-' 
call, both leſnits and Seculars ere, to compaſſe 
ſea and land, to make men of their protefli-| 
on;axd jo trrne them from the Truth ynto Fa-! 


bles. * 
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Ee, The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


| bles. [ndefire to per forme ſome part of this lat- 


' ter dutiegas I firſt preached theſe Sermons.ſounh 


' the ſame intent [ doe now publy) them.The Text 


s | 
1 am ſure,zs excellent for the purpoſe, but for my 
' manner of hand/img it, I leave ut to the cerfure 


| of Gods Church. In Preachin 'g I hae cer ac- 


| Courted p/ain-ner, the beſt eloquence,ard the ca- 
' riage of marters ſo, that thoſe of the loweſt forme 
. mty learne ſomewhat , the ſoundejt and ſureit 
| learning. IF any cenſorious diſpoſition ſhall ſay, 


' that theſe things are too meane for this rqe and | 


exquiſite age, let them con/ider, that at the butl- 
| amg of Salomons Temple, there w.ts roome as wel 
| for Burden- bearers, as for of her more curious Ar 
' tificers : and at the firſt making of the Taberna- 
cle, not onely the Bringers of blue filke, and pur- 
2s and ſcarlet , but even the poorer fort which 

rought Goates haire , and Rammes skinnes 
were accepted. How ener it be, | doe mare then 
hope, that your La. will kindly accept n from me, 
and entertavic it as aTeſtimonie of my lone, aud 
wot [o onely, bur we it alſo for your comfart. And 
ſopraying the Lord, ro make your heart fable 
and vnblameable in holines, / commit your 
La.to hs grace in Chriſt Ieſus. Modburie, No- 
vemb,14. 1606. 


4 
' 


| 


Your La.in all good afteGion, | 


Sammnel Hierov, 
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Prou. 23.23- 


Baie the Trurh, but ſell it na. 
Thefirſt Sermon. | 
A >8 His ſhore ſpeach of i 


»y Salomons,contajneth | 
” in it rwo things-z. an | 


JY Injun&tion , Buy' the 


d 9 truth:2.an Inhibniosn, 
-E2 Sell nor the truth . Firft 
Df of thelnrmRion. Tol 
pe TW A make way. vato the 
profitable handling whereof,we are to exa- 
mine two things: rx. what is the Truth: 2. 


what it is to Buy the ſame. ku: 
Truth is but one, and it is in God , and of | (yur is 


| God; nay itis God himſelfe, For the nature 906g 
| of God isnot ſubie& to any attending pro- | quicquid et 
| 
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perties;wharſocuer is in God, is God, As he | !* <<o.Deus 
1s Afercyir ſelfe, Iuftice it ſelfe , Goodveſſe it 
|ſelfe, ſo heis alſo,7rwth irſelfe. Gods Trmrb,| 12111, + 
' ſaith Moſes, and ] awsthe Truth, fatth Chriſt | 
| of himſelfe .. Yet nevertheleſſe , this: Truth 
| which 1s but one,and is primarily in God, is 
'ftom him conueied inco divets other things, 
| which in that reſpeR are alſo rightly termed 


| True, For , as the Sunne isithe Fountaine and | 
#4 Natl | 
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A 1aturail ſeat of Light,yerthar Light is thece 
derived into many other Bodies naturally 
ficeed to receiue it, which are therefore truly 
termed Ligheſome;(o,though God, is in that 
ſort the Head & ſpring of all Truth,that he is 
called even Trath it ſelfe, yet his Truth is | 
communicated ynto other Things alſo: and | 
etery thing iso farte forth called True, as it | 
is ſquared and made anſwerable vnto that e- 
texnall Trweb, And as divers reſemblances in 

' many glaſſes, being ſer together, doe come 

| al fram one and the ſame Face, which is ſet 

| egainlt chem,ſo all that Truth, which is in 0- 

ther things, fercheth it firſt Beginning from 

the Loed +. ; 

; Now howſocuer , the ead of all our En-. 
deauours, is the ymion of this 'Tzw;h to our | 
c | | vnderſtanding,and the knitting of our ſoules | 

vnto. God,(wherein the the very heathen by | 

_— the Light of nature placed mans Mines) | 

yet thus is not ſo properly that Truth, which ' 

ts here commended to ys, but rather ſome in- 

| terior 77«h,which is ſubſtituted by God, as | 

a meanes to bring vs ynto himſelfe. And yet, | 

ncither is it that Timh, which God hath ſca- | 

| | red in Nature, and naturall things; becauſe,ſo | 
ir is that the Creature partaking of Mans | 
corruption, i ſabett to Vanity : and by that 
meanes the native 77#ththereof,is fo tempe-. 
| 'red with lying deccitfulnes,that the Heart of | 
| | Man(being tn it ſelfe a meerc lie )is not able 

|ro ſcuer each from other, butis rather _— 

| made 
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' made more yaine, and to rgwrue the Truth of | 
' Ged, ſhining therein into a Lee. So weake al ,@,.. 
| inſtrument is the Booke of nature to begert. 
' Truth in our heartes, | 
 Thereis then another Truth, which hath 
| beene framed by God himlelfe, which nei- 
' ther can decciue,nor be decciucd,and that is, 
. The Holy and precious word of the Almighte, 
; Which by the ſpirit ot God 1s called Trath. 
 Sa:tifie them with thy Truth thy word is Truth. ©\\\[ 
' The wordof Truth which xs the Gofpell, And,the «Ivar yaa, 
| 1ilke of the word withour deceit. And this in pruj guy. © | 
| deede cannot but be the Truth. Firit, becauſe 2-Pcro1-20. 
of the Author of it, which is the God of 1,444.19. 
Truth.Secondly , becauſe of the Penmen of 
| it, Holy men,which wrote of no private mo-. 
| cion. Thirdly, becanſe of the confirmer of it, | 
| Chriſt the Truth. Fourtlily, becauſe of the In- | 
cerpreter of it, The Spirit of Trath. And if it | 
were fitting to the Text, it were cafe to 
ſhew,the 7 r=th of the Scriptures aboue all o- | 
cher Trauthes,that it is both the moſt auncient 
Truth, and the molt true Antiquitie, Now , | | 
there is yet another deriued Truth, which 18 | 
drawne out of the Word, and is,as it were the 
Briefe and Summary thercof.It is that which 
Paul in one place calleth the Forme of Do- 599-547: 
frine:in another place,cthe proportion of Faith: Tir... ” 
in another,che Truth which is according to god. , Deu. 3 4:4+ 
lines. And this may fitly be compared vnto | 
the mount Nevo, vpon which the Lord pla- 
ced Moſes that from thence he might ſee all 
B 2 the 
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the borders and limits of the promiſed Ca- 
maan:fo fromthis,and by the helpe hereof, a 
man be able rs comprehend with all che 
Saintes , what is the bredeh,and depth , and 
length,anG height of Religion. So then,here 
15 the Iſſue of my ſpeach,thar by Traeb in this 
place,is meant the Truth of Religion, groun- 
: dedvpon the Rule of Tr9wrh which is the 
{cripture. 

| - Now for B»yorg,we muſt vnderſtand, that 
| RE . it1s not any making merchandize of the 

Truth. " Trmth,like to that begperly ſale of the Ro- 

mifſh Trumperie; as Sk a man could by | 
| mony , purchaſe the graces of Gods Spirit: 
Fs which if it were ſo, Chriſt ſhould be prooued 
| Luc.rf.:4. A Liar,who faith,that with diffice/tze they rhat 
| haue Riches ftall enter mtothe kingdome of God: 
; Whereas, it ſa!uation were a mony matter, 
; the Rich wece like to ſpeed belt.Bur becauſe 
| ' Baying is viually of things of greateſt coll, 
| | and greateſt neceſſitic , therefore to ſhgnihie 
| ' the paines to be taken in this caſe,che ſpirit | 
' of God yſcth this word of Buying. Againe, 
| becauſe the end of Baywy is poſſeſſion, and 
the end of Polleſſion,is vie;(as Riches is pol- 

' ſeffed to makerich, Apparell ro make gay, 
| \and ſo in other gs; 3 therefore alſo , the 
ſpirit of God , to ſhewy the care we oughtto | 
| | haue, both to haue the Tr#+ in poſſeſſion, | 
'and to diuert it to our vic, hath mentioned 
Buying . So then, this Baying of the Trmh, i 
whichis commended here ynto vs , vrgeth ; 
| t'\'O 
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two duties. 1.To labour to have the Trwrh of 
Religion ſetled in our Iudgemet s,that ſo we 
may be fulfilled with the knowledge of 
Gods will, in all wiſdome and ſpiritual vn- 
derſtanding. 2. To conuey it thence into our 
affeions, that ſo there may be x ages 
'there, that which Dauid calleth Truth #1 the 
impv.ird parts.This then is the meaning;Buy the 
|TY«h,ſaith Salomon:thart 1s,vſe all diligence, The fenfc of 
ſpare nocoi}, refuſe no labour , ſpend your *®* #'tt 7216 
| beſt inleauours, ro come tothe knowledge 
of the 77h, any thereby your ſeluesto be 
transformed into the 7-#h;thatyou may ſo ..,_ _ 
| become true liraclires,truly religious.So that — 
; now this firſt member of my Text hath. 
; brought forth ewo Inſtruftions : the one is, 
that ve muſt jindeuour for the ſetled knows- 
ledge of the Truth ; the other that we mult. 
make conſcience of a holy Practiſe, and of | 
obedience tothe Truth: of theſe two in or- | 
der. And firſt of Buywg the knowedge of the 
Truth. | 
| Seing it hath pleaſed the wiſdome of | 
God, in this place, to borrow a word trom | 
the ordinarie courſes among men,and to cal 
the ſeeking after the Truth, a Buying, of the | 
; Truth;therfore it ſhall not be amiſle to fol- | ; 
low the Mctaphore, and by examiring the | 
| 
( 
| 
j 


T{a!l.c1.6, 


 viuall circumſtices of Byywrg, to giue light to 
the duty recommended here vnto vs. As The particular 
theretore 1n all other Bargains,fointhis Pur-' Fiancnes of | 
chaſe of the Trurh, theſe things neceſſarily ww. | 
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; muſt concurre.1. A dchre of the Commodgi- 
| ty.2. Arepairing to the Place,where it is ſer 
' to fale.z.Askill to diſcerne, and knowe the 
| 8oodnes of it. 4. Aging a price proportio- 
' nable tothe worth and va:ue thereot. 5. A 
 ſtoriag it vp for neceſlaricvſcs, otall thele 
briefly. 
, Thefrſt | Firſt, there muſt be a defire of the Com- 
; moditte:that is plaine 11 Reaton. For when- 
 ſoeuer a man laieth out his money vpon any 
|; , thing it proccedcth trom a defirc to bethe 
| ' owner of it,and to hauc it in policfſioi. : and 
; ſo the firſt thing in this Buymg, mutt be that, 
—_ which the Apoſtle Peter calleth Deffrmy the 
| ſincere mike, ec. Which Iſaiah termeth Ther- 
WG agar; ROW which Dauid in one place calleth, the 
\ 8174+ i claymmg of the Lord his te/{monres as an He- 
| | r1tage:in another, the /ong:ng after Gods ſalua- 
| tion. Now the deſire of a commoditie, ſprin-; 
; geth ordinarily from theſe two things. 1.a 
| mans own necefſitic.2.the excellencie of the. 
thing it ſelfe. His owne neceſſitie makerh 
. him willing to buy : the excellencie of the 
 thing,maketh him willing to buy,T#:-,rarher 
' then any other. So that to theend,, we may 
| come to this firſt degree,of de fire to Buy the 
' Truth, we muſt labour to feele theſe two 
things.1.whatneede we haue of it.2. what 
an excellent thing it is to enjoy 1t. To ſhew, 
our need many things might be alleged:1wil. 
be as briefe in it as I can, becauſe, me think-. 
| eth, I doe feele my matter, like to a ſpring,' 
- : the 
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| the further it goeth , into the more ſtreames | 
ro diuide it ſelfe. Man by nature inreſpe&t. | 

of ſpirituall graces , is the pooreft Creature | 

'ynder heauen, he commeth not into the . 

world with a bodie ſo naked , but he com- 

' meth alſo with a ſoule as vtter]y fiript of all 

| goodnes. To touch onely his penurie in re- 
card of Knowledge. He hath in his ynder- 

' anding no true knowledge of God, bur 
onely Þ much left, as may make him inex- 

' cutable before God. And therfore the Scrip- 

' ture doth well , ſo often to befoole him, as 

' Salomon doth by name inthe booke of the . 

| Proucrbes. When man hath to doe with 

; theſe earthly things, he ſeemeth to haue | 

| ſome ſharpnes and dexteritie : bur when he| 
commeth to ſpirituall things, he is cleane' | 
blunted , They are fooliſhnes vnto ham , neither _ 

can he kyow them. Itis with the Eyes of his |” © 
ſoule, as it is with the Eyes of his bodie. Our | 

eyes looking vpon the earth , and thoſe ba- | 

ſcr ſubſtances, ſeeme quicke and piercing, 

but let them be turned vp to behold the glo- 

rious Bodie of the Sunne, they are cleane | 
dazeled, and feeme to ſee an hundred ſeues | 


| maze is the wit of man by nature brought 
into,whe he cometh to behold & conſider of 
ſpiritual matters,he wil runne you into milli- , 
ons of abſurdities. Take you Nicodemns, 2 | 
| reat wiſe Pharifie, and tell him of the New | 
r;h,you ſhal firike him into ſuch an amaze- | 
ment, _ 
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' courſe in theirhcaring of one Icſus,who was : 
| dead,and now liueth , and of the ReſurreQi- 
| 'on ; what will they ſay? Some will mocke, 
, a&17- !andcallthec Babley,thar teachelt ſuch (tuffe : 
and they which are the moſ}aied among 
.thew, will put itto a demutre,they wil heare. 
[thee againevf this thing. Thus is mans natu- | 
rall pouertie in this caſe. Yea, bur will ſome | 
; man(perhaps)fay vnto me : Pur caſe, this be | 
[true , that I am thus without knowledge of , 
| 'che Truth of my ſelfe, is it any daungerto | 
| , continue ſo? There be ſome things , hich a 
: man hath nor, yet cannot he be 1jaid to want | 
; Aliadett=ca- | them , becauſe he hath no vſe of them: Iris 
| rere,aliud- ' Gnething to be without a commoditie, ano- 
- ; ther thing to ſtand in neede of it. To cleare 
this point therefore in one word: There is as | 
' much neede of knowledge, as of ſaluation. | 
| If thou haſt need to be ſaucd, thou haſt need ' 
to have knowledge. alſo. This  hfe exerla- | 
flong, tokrow ec. And Paul deſcribing the e-| 
tate of a naturall man, putteth theſe two to- | 
| Epb.4.8. ' gether ; his Cogitarions are darkered: and,he is | 
| a ftranger from the Life of God. Ignorance and ' 
ES and Deſtruction ; Knowledge and Saluation, | 
goe togither. It this be nor ſufhcient,to ſhew | 
the acceſſitice of Knowledge, 1 knowe not 
whac may perſwade vs. Now torthe excel- 
lencie of Knowledge , if a man had che 
Tongue of men and Angels, he could not 
| ſpeake 


hi. 
| Teb. 3-9. ment, that he will cric, How can thy be? Goe 
| among the learned Philoſophers, and dil- | 


—— — —_— - 


> a - . - — 


| in ther H, 
t/iſodome. They have the meanes to bring 
EE C4 them \ 


_ 


:  Truthes Purchaſe. 


9 


{peake ſufficient in commendation of it, The | 
Heathen knew, that Reaſon, is that which 

maketh man better then a bes} : and the en-. 
lightening of Reaſon,by Knowledge, is that, ' 
which preferreth one man to another. Now, | 
if knowledge bein it ſe]fc a thing ſo excel- 
lent, much more the ſauing knowledge, IT ' 
meane,the knowledge of Gods Truth, This | 
naketh the people of God the wiſeſt peo- ' 
ple, T5 19 your wiſdome, ſaith God, and your 
V«i:der/tanding. It bringeth a man to hauea | 
kinds of familiaritie and OR with 


God himielfe : yea,it enabletha man to nga ; 


ceiue the things which paſs kyowſedge, names. | 
ly,the peace of God, and the lowe of Chriſt, No | 
' mernaile then, though Dauid yeroxced ar & , as 
ore that findeth great ſfoiles: and that Paul,did 
 accomne all thmgs but dogs-meat , for the excel-' 


lent knowledge ſake of Chriſt Teſus. For both 


i 


| Dauid was thereby made miſer then hu reach- |'$,,,,,, | 


| er9, and Paul by comprehending u , was Compre- 
| hended alſo of bis Sauiour. Thus in part,may we 
| ſee our neede of Knowledge, and the worth 
; of Knowledge, to prepare ys to the purchaſe 
| of Knowledge. 

To make ſome vſe. This point couching 
defire of Knowledge,is worthie the preſſing 
ypon the Conſciences of men: becauſe the 
wag hath at this day, ſo many ſuch fooles 


as ay” 9 re of , which hauc a price | pro.x9.16. 


bur they haue no hears to ger 


Dc. 4.6. 
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them to the knowledge of the Truth , famili- 
ar, common and eafie, but have no affetion 
thereunto. Tell them of Kuowleige, itis as 
the finging of ſongs to an heauy licart,a mat- 
ter which freerh 1ot, it hath no reliſh nor ſa-. 
' your in the world. Tcl! the couetous m:an,the 
extorting Gentleman, the engroſſing Mer- 
chant, the enhaunſing busbandman, of a c6- ' 
moditie, of a ſecret bargaine, of a meanes of | 
gaining, 1t is like enough , he will ſoone giue 
thee the hearing, and take thine Information 
|as a fruic of great kindnes : bur, talke of the 
Knowledge of Religion, and of the meanes 
for attainment to it, thou haſt(as the ſaying 
is)cold a tale toa deafe man , he would as 
leife thou hadſt kept thy counſell to thy elfe. 
And hence (oh wofull caſe) it is come to 
paſſe, that groflc and intolerable ignorance, ' 
like a diſcaſe, hath ouerſpread che greateſt 
part. The multitude know not(as we {ay)the | 
right hand fromthe left:the bet of vs be but. 
ſmarterers , and our knowledge little betcer | 
then vaoe wwnglong. There is, I know, ſtore of 
that knowledge which Micah ſpeaketh of, 
Mic.686. | The ftatmes of Omer: are ſought for : men arc 
cunning in penall-precepts,and in theknow- 
ledge of Law-points. There 1s alſo plentie 
| of the knowledge which Chrift mentioneth, 
' Mac-.15.;, {men can diſcerne the face of thechie, and the | 
frgnes of the Temes: Neither isthere any want | 
= 'of that skill which Ames touchceth,of mak | 


Hs a fraall Ephah,and a large ſoekel, Thele times ; 
- 


as 


| Surdo canis. 


1.Tim1.6. 
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abound in theſe knowledges : but as for the 
onely neceflarie knowledge, the Knowledge 
ofReligion, almoſt no man eſteemeth it; ir 
{ecmcth to vs, as a v\ithered braunch, which 
hach ncither forme nor beautie, we ſee no- 
thing in it, why we ſhould defire it. Now be- | 
cauſe this deadnes and dulnes ariſeth eſpe- | 
cially, from the want of the feeling of our ' | 
owne neceſlitie,/tor,the perſon that is full de- p.o.y9x. 

Fiſeth an honie combs )) and from our nor 
knowing the worth of Knowledge ( for the | 
 cocke ypon the dunghill, would rather haue | 
| 
[ 


- — 


a barley cotne , then a diamond) therefore 
be!cech you let vs remember,the before-de- 
liucrel matter,touching our owne neceſſrie, 
that we haue not naturally ſo-muth as a | 
dramine of true knowledge within ys ; and 
the excellencie of Knowledge, that withour = 
it weare but as dead men,ftrangers ftom the 
life of God, without hope, without God in 
this world. And' fo leauing it royour beſt 
' conſideration, I rhus ende this point, | 
The next point, is the C6ming to the place Th< ſecond 
; , . ? ranch. 
' of ſale . For, as in our ordinarie buying, it 
' ſuffiſeth not aman, to feele his wane of a 
' commodirie;to-knoxw the worth of it, and to 
with the having of it, vnleſle he alſo reſott to 
the placewhereit may be had:ſo in this caſe, 
th i5 not inough,that we find our ſelues igno- 
; rant,acknowleds our neede of Knowledge, 
vileſſe we youchſafe to repaire thether wher | 
3t is ordinarily ferro ſale, and as it were by 
E | C3 Pro- 
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Proclamation »ftered to o:r vies. Now the | 


viuall place of fale,for this commodity of ſa- | 
uing Knowledge, is the Church, the Aﬀſem- 
bly of Gods Saintes, where the miniſtry of 
Gods worJ(the ordinarie meanes of Know- 
ledge )is diſpenſed-In the Church, by the Mi- | 
ni{try of Gods word,we heare Chriſt making 
aſolemne Oyez,and ſaying, If any max theft, | 
let hum come to me andarmke.Come buy wuhout | 


| finer ard withoxs mony:wherefore doe you layout 


filuer and not for bread?I conſell you ro buy of me 
gold tried by the Fire , that you maay be made rich, 
and rayment what you may be clothed, and eic- 
ſalue, that you may ſee . This is the voice of 
Chriſt proclayming in the open Market of 
his Church,and vttering hu warce by the Toppe | 
of the high places, who fo is /anple let him come 
hither . In me are hid the Treaſures of wiſedome 
and knowledge . Of wy fulnes you may receine 
grace for grace. Sothat inthe congregation, 
, wher the word is truly & lincerely preached, 
as in a Publicke Marte,there is that which is 
furing eo eucry man in cuery ceſpeR. There : 


— —— __ — 


_ ' arethe Principles of T-cb,tor Chriſtians of a | 


Heb. 5.14+ 


| lower forme-there are deeper points for ex-' 
erciſed Wits;chere is for Magiſtrates, for Mi-' 
niſters,for priuate men, for cuery calling:for | 
the yougmithat hee may redres his way,fox | 
the old man,to encreaſe in wiſedome, there 
is truth for the vnderſtanding, truth for the | 
conſcience, truth for the wall, truth for the ( 


| AﬀeQious, that ſo a Chriſtian may beperfce 
&- 
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there = ſhale be ſure co haue it abun- 
dantly ſupplied: there thou ſhalr ſee diſ- 
couered the great yfterie of godlines, which 
is,Go.s manife/ted w1 the flejp,uitifiedm the ſpree, 
'ſeene of Angels, preached untothe Gemiles, be- 
 leewedon m the world, and recemedup into glory. 
[Thus the church1s the pJace,& the preaching 
i of the word is the Treaſure ſubiected to the 
| yiew,and offered to the vic of all, which de- 
| fire to receiue it. And indeede, herein efpeci- 
' ally ftanderhthe difference berwixethe word 


Truths P &Y chaſe. 
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Read,&the word Preached. The wordread, ' 


is as a rich wardrope ot a Prince, where ma- 
| ny garments of coſt are folded yp together 
in a narrow roome, which cannot ſo fatisfie 
the beholder,as if the ſame might be ſeyeral- 
ly layd forth before him, time becing alſo 

raated him,to take notice of cuery particu. 
ar : becauſe,being lapt vp,he canot ſce the. 
whole beautic,and being rogether,he is not 
able to obſcrue every ſpecialtic. Euen fo it 


fareth with che ſcripture. If a man heare the 
word read,it cannot but draw himto admire 
the maieſtic and riches of the Text, and jr 
will caft ſome glimmering light vpon the 
ynderſtanding , but when he heareth the ri-. 
ches of it laid open by Preaching, -it will 
much more aſtoniſh. ham; yea ir even raviſh - 
him (as ie were, )ſtriking a greater terror in- 
to his con{cience;cafting a clearer light ypon 


his iudgement, working ee mightily vpon 
was 2 ne 


his 
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| his affeQions. This isnor ſpoken to diſcoun-. 
' cenance the Reading of the word, or to ba- 
' Hiſhthe vſe of it out of Gods Church , or to 
, depriue jt of thar reſpe@tiue eſtimatio which 
it doth deſeruc: nay,it is rather ſpoken to the 
' winning of reverence thercunto. For indeed, 
, there is no man heareth the word read, more 
bumbly, obſcrueth it more heedefully , or li- 
. fteneth vnto it more affectionately, then he, 
who by preaching hath beene brought to 
know the excellencic of rhe word. So then, 
| here Iſhunte yp this doQrine . He that deti= 
reth ro make this purchale of the 7544h.muſt 
repaireto the place where 1t is ſer to ſale, e- 
'vento the Houſe of Cod, where the word 15 
cruly preached,and ſoundly dcljuered, 

This point is aiſo very neceffarie to be 
throuphly vryed , in regard of the common 
ſinme of the world at this day, which 1s this, 

the negHgent depending vpon the Miniftery 

, of Gods word. For, howſoeuer found; and 
{yncere,and often preaching, be not ſovni- 

. uerfall and common as were to be wiſhed, it 

, God were ſo pleaſed to thruſt our _— 

| mgm L aboxrers into his harweſt, yer it's far/ 
tore generally beflowed;, then obedidntly 

Abt dutifally entertained. For'truly jf & wan 
(houltd agke of me, wha that thing/itimy 0- 

phifort is,which is ar this day almoſt in every 

\ptatembſt hatchi?l, moſt #tbhorred;moſtirk- 

| foine,moſt tontempribie;lerftwwefcometand 

| feaſt reported; Yimdw Hot Ifpeake viſe) 0 

J 


| nedly_ 
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nedly)how to anſiver more truly,then to ſay 
it is the. Miniſtry and preaching of Gods 
; word. And to the end that I may nor ſpeake 
at Randon bur may lay this faulc ypon thoſe 
| in whomat is, I wall diſtinguiſh thoſe of our 
; Times{(to ler profeſied Enemies of our Reli- 
' gion, Papiſts, alone) whicheither come nor 
' to the Place of ſale of Truth; or els come as 
| cazers,to looke on,and to till yp number,in- 
'to three ſorts. 1. The common proteftanr. 2. 
' The Politician. 3. The proud and telte con- 
 ceipted man.By the Common Proteſtant. I 

vnderltand ſuch an one,as the Papiſt calleth 
; (m {cornelo ſpeaking of vs all)a Parliamene 
 proreſtant, thatis, a Time-ſeruer, who look- 
eth no further,then to the Lav ofthe Prince, 
who 18 readic for any religion, and isthere- 


there are(the Lord knoweth) infinite multi- 

tudes at Qito day, ali whoſe Bible is the ſta- | 
tute Booke,and the Articles of whoſe faith, | 
are grounded ypon pofitiue Iniuniss. Now | 
the common Religion of this common Pro- 
teftant,l find ro be this. He hath a certaine 
notice of loving God aboue all, and his | 
neighbour as himfelfe, and that he thinkerh 
is as much as he needeth to care for, and af- | 
eer this manner he thinketh with himſeife: 7 | 
keepe my Churchas well as the moſt: I voceine the 

commnn:ion at Eaſter, as becommeth « good ſub- 

ielt: I line quietly among my neighbours, and 

| wherein am I now to be foundfault withall "rs 


— ——{ 


fore indeed of no Religion. Of which humor, - 
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| Indted I am not ouer precize:for I ho!dthat tobe 
; wore then needes:] am no medler with the Scrip- | 
 trres, that I accomrt to be beyond my reach: once, | 
' l ammo Papiſt, I content my ſelfe ts dos as other | 
. doe,and hawe no deſire to be ſingular, Here haue 
; we the right humor of our common men, at 
this day,this is their Catechitme, theſe be the 
very principles of their Religion. Now,hath 
this man (thinke you) any ncede of preach- | 
ing? careth he ro depend ypon the Miniſtry | 
| of the word? Surely no.For he thinketh him- 
 ſelfe of ſo good a Religion, to haue ſo pood 
a faith ro God-ward,and to be ſo well min< 
| ded that he hath no minde of Inſtruction. 
' And therefore, heis clecrc in it,that it ere 
a great deale beter, if there were lefſe prea- 
ching:it filleth mens heades full of matters, 
| breedeth diuifion among r.eighbours, bro- 
cheth nouelties, and croubleth the whole. 
| countrey. Adde hereto (faith he) that they 
|  themſe lues, which preach,cannot agree;and 

chat diftraReth the peoplc;ſo that their prea- 
| ching might better be ſpared, or at the lealt, | 
be the lefle vied; and what ſhould men doe 
which haue families to prouide for; and ma- 
ny buſineſies to diſpoſe of, & much to looke 
vnto?they cannot intendit, to follow theſe 
ny hard and hotly as it is required. : 
; This is the firſt ſort, that is ouiltic of this] 
finne,of not caring to frequept Gods cheap- 
houſe which is his Church, where knowledge 
way the Tiweh, is by preaching offered ynto 
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, vs;aud the men belonging to it, are ſo humo- | | 
'&d as Thaue deſcribed. The ſecond in this! 
 5umber is the Pollitician, who thinkerh all, ; 
| Religion to be bur a fable,a matter invented. | 
; by wiſer men to hold the vulgar in ſubicCti-' 
| on, and to bufie them withall , leaſt they: 
' ſhould fall into worſe matters, and runne 11-: 
to further inconucniences. And therefore tell 
| him of preaching, he laugheth 1n his (Iceue,' 
| accounting them a ſort of filly fooles who e-' | 
Reeme it,and making himſcltebelecuc,he is' 
a great wiſe man, becauſe he ſcethchacwhich, 
the common ſore hath not eſpied. Thus, as! 
the former ina drowtines and hardned lecu-| 
rity,contemueth the word,ſo this in a very 
Atheiſt icall and godleſle profa-neflc, ſcor- 
, neth it,andmaketh a very Icſt of it. The third 
| in this ranke is theproude conceipted many 
| who walking in the ſunne is canned though 
| he meant it not,ſo this, by reading now and 
then, doth a little ſmelf of ſome rudiments 
' of Knowledge,burtyer,that litlein his opini- 
| on, ſeemeth ſo great that he imagineth thar 
by his priuace Reading at home, he can doe 
as much and morethen by any hearing: and 
therefore he hath no better opinion: of a 
' preacher then the Atheniavs had of Paul, | 
(what willthus Trifler ſay?)So that whereastbe | 3317-10 * 
| Lord cendring our weakenes , and knowing 
' in his wiſedome, what is ficteft for vs, hath 
 teft in his Church che miniſtry of the word 


| foreuery mans InſtruRtion,he careth not for 
| Ds his 
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his part, if God had neuer appoirted any 
ſuch meanes , he thinketh he can altogether 
| doe as «ell withour it, This is the proud 
mans opinion. And thus , by thattime you 
haue referred to every one of theſe ſort, 
choſe that doe by right appercaine to each, 
and have ſhuffled in among them , all Fami- 
liſts and ſcorners, and a rabble of other irrc- 
ligious perſons, you ſhall finde the number 
of care ull comers, rothe houſe of God, to 
buie the Truth at the handes of his Minilters, 
co be{as Micah ſpeaketh) like the ſunmer g a- 
thering 1, avd as the of the vintage ,to be 
bet a ſmall number, ſcarſe an handfull io re- 
your of the multitude. 1 beeech you there- 
ore, let vs Jearne this leffon from this place, 
ro loue the gates of the Lords houſe, to let 
eur ſcet weare out the Treſhold of it, ro pgiue 
atrendancear the Poſts of his doores: and to 
 fay alſo one to ancthier , Come, lerwsgoe wp io 
' tht nownreine of the Lord, cx. And let theſe 
| carnall reafonings Re ,85 to ſay, ( lookin 
but to the face and pifts of the Preacher) 
what is he,that he ſhould reach mc , and why 
may 1 not profit as well by ſome other 
courſe *but remember,thac the Power of God 
& made perfett rhrowgh weakener- and that as it 
| was & greater honour to God, to overthrow 
the walles of Iericho , by the noiſe of rams- 
| hornes , then if ir he had done x by Canon» 
; ſhot; ſo it is more for Gods glorie, by the 


| Foolifmer of Preaching to ſave thoſs that be-. 
. 


leene, 
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leexe , then if an Angel ſhould deſcend from 
| heaven to infiruR, nay,then if the Lord him- 
| ſelfe hould ſpeake wich ſome audible voice 
| to convert vs. And ſurely , as io Buying and 
ſellmg,thar Bargaine is by law met warrant- 
able, which is made in open market ; ſu I ac- 
count that knowledge moſt acceptable vnto 
God, agd moſt like to receiue a bleſling fis 
him, whick is gotten publikely , by the order 
naric courſe appointed for that purpoſe. 
' Howſocuer,I doubt not, bue as a man having 
| publikely bought a commoditic, may pri- 
' uately husband it, to his owne beſt behoofe, 
ſo that which is dehuered openly may, ( nay 
| ought)by private reading, praierneditation, 
| and conterence, be encreaſed. And chusmuch 
for this ſecond Branch. 

The third thing in chis Purchaſe of Tres, 
| ts, Skill ro diſcerne. For as in Buying,an re- 
| gardof ſo many coumerfeir Wares , of the 
| mingling good with bad , and the great de- 


' ceipt of the world, it is good for aman to. 


have skill ro preſeruc himſclfe from coſe- 


; Knowledge, in reſpeR of ſomuch blending 
| mans inuentions with holeſorme doctrine, it 


' is requiſite, that we be able to pur a daffertce. 


| derwixt holy,and corrupr,true and talic,pro- 


firable and ynprofitable Teaching. And this | 
is athing, which the Scripture alſo in _ | 


(places requireth of vs. Tize the fpinits , ia 
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nave, and from cauſc-lcs expenſe ypan vn- | 
profitable geods : io m hbouring afecr 
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Tohngwberber they be of Ged or 10.719 al things, 
faith Paul : and he is a foole, ſaith Salomon, | 
that will be/cewe every thearg: and for this cauſe | 


[the noble men of Beraa are commended, | 


becauſe hearing the Apoſtles preach, they | 
ſearched the ſcrigemres daily whether thoſe things 
were ſo. And our Sauiour hath pronounced it | 
general'y of all his ſheepe, that they know his | 
voice and will not follow a ſtranger, but flee from 

him cc. For howlocuer we doe vrge all re- 

uerene reſpect ynto the preaching of the, 
word , as to the Ordinance of God, for the | 
gathering rogether of his Sawis, and for the edifi- | 
cation of the bodzo of Chriſt ; yet we abhorre 


| that Popiſhtyrannizing ouer the faith of our 


Hearers, as though we would binde them to. 
give credit to euery thing we ſpeake, becauſe 
we ſpeake it : We know, thetif hewere an' 
Angel from heauen, that ſhould come a- 
mongſt ys, yet his doAtrine muſt be brought | 
to the Law and to the Teſtimorre , as the Pro-. 
her ſpeaketh , and if he be found to ſwerue 
Ras that holy doQrine which we hauecre-, 
ceiued,he mutt goe for accweſed, and, bud biy ' 
ot ſo much as God fpeede , ſaith S.loln. And 
this skilfulnes and Abilitie to diſcerne,as it 1s 
euer necefſarie,ſo now eſpecially. Firſt of all, 
becauſe there are(that I may (t:1i follow the 
language of my Text) ſo many pery-chap- 


men,l meane, ſo many priuic workmen,who 


are all guided with the ſpirit of ehe Beaft, 
| _ out and ſet 02 worke,by tha Antichriſt, 


that 


= IEMA as cen in nes 
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ro euery corner, and ynder pretence of their 


blenes of minds, infinuate and winde theſelues 
into many mens AﬀeQions, drawing ſome 
eo traiterous diſloyaltie, ſome to ſertled Po- 
| perie, others to indifferent and depending 
vncerrentie, that ſo they may fir and prepare 
them for that day, which they bauc long ex- 
ſpeed, and I pray God they may (till with 
wearied cyes, and languiſhing ſpirits awaite 
for. Now to the ende, that theſe falſe Bre- 
thren, which are come in prowi/y ro brug v3 114- 
ro bondage,may not carie vs away with drofle 
for ſiluer, glittering ſhewes for a golden ſub- 


ligion, we had neede to labour and pray for 
diſcerning ſpirits. Secondly, this abllitie ro 
diſcerne is neceſlarie, in _ of ſo many 


broad into all partes, tending to the defa- 
ming of the preſcnt ſtate, and of our holy 


ons to a more tolerable opinion (if nor a co- 
$kill is no leſle neceſſarie , inreſpeR of ſo 


much corrupt Preaching, both in manner 
and matter. Firſt, for th 


nothing but Chri/t, and han crucified, and to 
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Nance, counterfait profeſſion , for ſound Re- 


| dangerous and infeRious Bookes, which(l 
know not by whoſe default) are ſparſed a- 


Religion,and to the working of mens affeti- 


call embracing) of Poperie . Thirdly , this 


e manner of Tca-. 
ching, it is an oxdinarie thing with many. 
| men of piftes , to ſcorne to ſeeme to Know 


| D;_  __ thinke 


that man of Rome, who are crept almoſt in- 


deuotions and YVo/umtarie Religion , and Hum- Col.3.13. 


1.Cor.3:3. 
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| thinke baſely of the plame eidence of the fi 
| re: And therefore, they haue more care to 
abound with excellent words, & with the en- 


to the conſcience of their Hearers;lo that 1n 
thisreſpet, we had neede to be wiſe to di- 


4 .Cor.z.5s, of man rather then in the poxer of Ged.Againe, 
| for the matter of preaching,ir is now almoſt 

in religion and diuinitie, ain the marter of | 

' Apparell; every yeare bringeth a new faſhi- 


| have to novyeſtie) that, is thought ro be the 
| moſt hanſome,moſt rhriftie, and moſt prof. 
 rablefaſhisn, only indeed becaulc it is the 
| neweſt,and ſo, eucry yeare aknoft, we heare 
| of ſome new opinion or other, raked out of 
| the dunghill of Poperic, and a new gloſle 
| ſerypon it, and by and by ir is cneertained, 
2Tim.4.3, menthac haucicching Earcs are readiete 
' iſten to it,& are ſoone wrought to embrace | 


it. This is the great pollicie of che Deuiil, 
| | meitheris there anything, by which he doth 
| | more harme,by which he killerh more {oules 
| ' thenby this meanes . When the Lord was 
| ed to brine a plague ypon Ahab, the | 
Scriprure deſcribeth him as it were (irring in | 
| counfell, what might be the nexe way te ©- 
| werthrowhim. At faſt, when one had faid on | 
this manner,and another on that,there came. 
forrh a Spirit awd flood before tbe Lord, and ſud, 
&king.28.20, I will ewife toes ; aedl the Led FETs, 
{ Where- 


— 
— ————— 


' ſing fheecher of mane wiſedome,chen to ſpeak | 


 ſcerne, leaſt cur faith ſhould be in che w1ſaowe | 


' on, and then(becaulc of the loue which men 


——_—_—_— 
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TE Truthes Parchaſe. 
Wher:with ? And he ſaid, 1 will gor out andbe 4 
falſe fpirit i the month of all his Prophers: Thaw! 
he ſaid, Thou Þ.a't emiſe hins, and thox ſhalt pre- 
#.1/e. Thus it appearcth,that the molt ſpeedy 

| way which Satan, beeing put ro his choice, 

| hath, to doe miſchiefe, 1s to ſeade ſpirits of 
Error, priuily to bring in dainnable and dan- 
gerous opinions. And ſurely it is iuſt with 
God, to giue vs over to be ſeduced, becauſe 
wc hawe not receiued the lowe of buy Truth, that +.T1.c0 2.14, 
we might be ſaued. Sorthen , that neither ja(t 
nuating Tefuires may deceiue ys , nor dange- 
rous bookes empoiſon vs, nor fantaſtical] 
Teachers beguile vs , nor corrupt Doctours 

Carrie vs away with every wo1de of Dotirine ,it Eph 414 

 ftandeth vs vpontco labour to abound with. 

ſpirituall wiſedome, and yaderftanding, that 

' we may diſcerne betwixt Light and darke- 
nes, Truth and falſchood, leaſt, leauing to. 
tollbw Chriſt, as a ſhepheard to the fold, we 
 £o after Antichriſt,as a Butcher to the ſham. ' 
les. | 
| The Vieof this point is, to reprooue two TheVfe. b 
 faulrs eſpecially. 1. The wilfulnes of ſome. | 
| 2. The vnskilfulnes of other-ſome, For the ; 
firlt, many there are in this naughtie & crap- 
ked generation, who becaulc of the corrup- 
tion which is in the Teaching of ſome, 
(which implicth a poſſibilitic ro be decet- 
ued)and becauſe of the ſhew of diflerence in. 
ſome things, which ſcemerh to be antoug v- 
ther-ſome, I ſay 1n theſe reſpeRs, ſome there 


are, 


—_ - —._ 
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Truths Purchaſes 1 


are, who are growne to thar peeuiſhnes, that 
_ reſolue with themſelues, chat it is che 
beſt courſe to heare none. We £cannot ell, 
ſay they, whom to beleeuec , they are at vari- ' 
ance among themſelues, and therefore nil. 
they doe berter accord, ic will bethe ſafeſt, 
and wiſeſt way, either not to heare, or nor : 
to credit any. This is the wayward humor of 
many in this Age. Their folly (as ro me ſee- 
meth)may well be manifeſted, by vrging the 
preſenc fimilitude of Buying. If a man wanting 
meat,drinke and raiment,and other necefla- | 
ries,and being perſwaded to lupply himfelfe | 
out of the market, from thoſe which ſell, | 
ſhould make this Anſwere. The world es ſo full 
of decempr,that a man knoweth not whom to truſt; 
they which ſell, many of them will beguile theer 
owne fathers, if they ſhould chaffer with them; | 
ard the trickes dovr demiſes which rradſemen baue 
are ſo many, thatit us twentre to one ns a man | 
ſhall be cooſened, I had rather therfore goe neere | 
the wind, and wart neceſſarie proteſion, then put 
it to the hazard of Buying : 1t 1 fay, a man a-' 
| mongſt vs,ſhould plead thus, what would we 
thinke of him, but that either he were vc 
fookſhor veric froward ? And ſo we well 
\miphezbecauſc,we know,the fraud of others 
mult be preuented, rather by care and cir- 
cumſpeQtion, andnoryicd as an otcafion 
for a mano abridge himſelfe of his neceſſa- 
| ries; 18 nor he then as much a foole, who 
{ waning the ſaving knowledge of me. 
| Tru 


lt 


mm. —  — 
— — 
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} 


| Truch ,: and being . called vpon . to re-. 


| paire to the houſe of God , wherethe 
| Meanecs is offered freely vato him! , ſhall 


; Pirad firait the decciuablengs of falſe. 


' doctrine, the, corruption of many Teachers, 
the ſhew and appearance of contraricties, as 
' though he were therefore to depriuc him- 


{ 


ſelfe of the necellarie foode of his foule, bee 


' cauſe it may be, that through want of care, 
' inſtead.of being teddey he may be poiſoned. 
| We know rather, thathe ought to, be, the 
| more diligeatin praier, the more ſiudious in 
. the ſcripture, that ſo when he comweth to 
buy the Truth he may nor be deceiugd, Thus 
this point inecteth with this humour of wil- 
fulnes.Now for the vnskilfulnes of gmen,this 
point doth alſo make againſt ut exceedingly. 


recs atthis day,that they are Children ws V11- 
| der/t arding:they want that Iudgemer which 
| Paul ſpeaketh of go dilcerne rhings char differ 
| ve from an other: they are like a wauc of rhe 
| [ca,enery Wind of Dottrine 13 readie to oucr 
| blow themgtheir Heaxtes are not fabled, 
| they haue no exerciſed Wits. They will be rea- 
vie to cric Hoſanua to Chriſt to day, and to 
; bid Crucifie has to morrow; they are like 
' thoſe of Lyra, who at «he firſt admired 
; Paul,and made a God of lim, but with the 
turning of an hand, by the coupſell of cer- 
' taige Iewes,they drew him owt of the Citic 
; and ſtoned him;fo ts” Wn ynſctled -_ 
| I che 


-_ - _ 


Itis too true of the greateſ} part,of our Hea- 


E : 


s.Cor.r4 30. 
Phil. 1.10, 


Jam.1.6. 
Heb.13-9. 
Heb.5.14- 


Lo SRaerec* ET ——_ 


"6 | | : Tirwthes Purchaſe. 


Nn- 


the moſt of ys at this day, that a man may 

perſwade any thing ſauing that which oughr 
' to be beleeued. Who almoſt is ſo skiltull and 
 expeticced,asto know euen 1N the prineipaf] 


' gion, what is to be held as Tyath, and to be 
, detefted as an Error? to be able ro fay pe- 
rempcorily;thisI am ſures true in Religion, 
and I will (by the grace of God)liuve and die 
| ' 1n1t;this is an Error, &I hope never to yeeld 
|  yntoit? You will ſay(perhapsthis is inough 
| | for Preachers.Oh, belooucd, Iſay as Moſes 
|  did,[ wowld all the Lords people were Prophers,1 
' Mam.1.2s. | Would we were al thus cunning;nay I would 
| | men wer&,or could be perſwaded, that this 
' 15 a dintie,to ſtrive ro come to a ſetled certen- 
| tie herein. Then ther were much hope of the 
pome_ of Religis,then we need never 
care the reſtabliſhmenrt of Poperie, and A- 
theiſme,]T am ſure would giue yp the Ghoſt, 
| Well, you fee,the 75»9rb muſt be bought, for 
; ſhame we cannot deny ir.In Baying, we may 
' be ouereached; In reaſon we cannot ſoy a- 
'gainſtit; therefore we ſhould alſo be of 4 
med, to be fo without Rezſon, as notto 
| 'chmke ir reaſon, to labour with the Lord 
| Praier, toleadys into all Twrh; that ſo we 
| 


| 
| 


ma orow inthe 77m#1b, and continue firme 
in the Trah ynto the end. And this is an End 


' matters,and moſt neceſſatic points of Rel:- | 


+ 
' 
| 
i 
| 


| 


of rhe third Branch. 
The fours, - | The fourth Circiiftice in makivg this Pur- 
Branch. = chaſe of theT7@h,is,to giuethe price propor-| 


% WEATE tIONa-, 
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Trwhes Purchaſe. 


tionable to the value of the Commoditie, 
which is indeede the very At of Buying; the 
other three, which I have named hitherro,are_ 


but aratiues to Buying. For though 2 
——_— his ctr, 1. pas S the 
place of ſale, erieth and examineth the cor- 
moditie which is ſor his neceſſitie, yet hes 
not ſaid to haue bought, till he have paid the 
price at which che thing is rated. All ehe 


while before, he is ſaid to be bue a chapman, 


| 


i 
} 
[ 


: ought is. Thokmy dome of Meanen ſuffereth 1+ Macth.nt41:. 


| 
i 
L 


and many do all the former oftentimes, who 
haue no great diſpoſition to buie. So fareth 
it in our cuſtomarie Baya, and ſoit is in this 
caſe. Ir is neceſiarie tor a man to feelethe 
want of Knowledge, to come tothe place of 
Knowledge, to examine that which is profe- 
red to him, but yet he hath not followed Sa- 


| [lomons counſell as he ought, vatill he _—_ 


paide the price alſo. Now the price(asIrold 


37 


you)1s not money (for, Thy muney periſh with 1.2.3.0, 


chee,which arr of that opinions)but the price 
is this, to preferre it in account and eftimati- 
on before all Things , and ſo to make it our 
chiefelt labour to atraine it. You ſhall (ce | 
this prooned, If chow ſecheſt knowledge as filuer, 


and ſtarcheſt for her as for Treaſure , then thus 20.245 


| ſhale wnderſtand the Feave of the Lord.T he king- 
| dorne of Heanens /the to 4 Merchant-man that Matlu3-45. 


ſeeketh good pearles,v ho haning wv apearie of 
£m prove , wont and fold fl t a, and 


olence, and the vielent take it by force, Will you 
S 2 


haue 
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Truther Purchaſs, 
haue examples? / cont all things loſe (Faith 


| 


Paul )for the excellene Knowledge ſake of Chriſt | 


' Jeſus : and a little afterin the ſaine chapter he | 


| compareth himſelfe to a man in a race, who, | 


partly to fignific his deſire of the prize, part- | 


' lyco helpe himſelfe in — leaneth for- 
' ward in his runniag : ſo( ſaith 

which i behind, bending forward to that which 
zs before, I follow ec. Andif a man might ge 
; further , Dauid may ſecme herein a little to 
' have gone beyond him. / opened my month, 
; and parted, becauſe 1 loued thy Commandements. 
Dauid was ſo hotte, and egre inthis purſuit, 
that he was cuen breathleſle, he was faine to 
gape for anewy ſupplie of winde, Thus theſe 
places, and theſe cxamples, I hope, doe ſufh- 
ciently prooue this point, namely, that the 
price to be giuen tor the Knowledge of the 
; T»7wth,is to ſet. no price ypon it,but toeltecme 
'it aboue all price, and ro account that no- 


thing is too deare, no trauaile too much , no, 
' paine £00 great for the attainment thereun- i 


r0. - 
; The vle of this point is neceſiarie alſo, be- 
| cauſe the Church of God is at this day fo ful 
of Huck(ters, which are ever cheapening, 
| but buie nothing : that is,as S.Paul ſpeaketh, 
' are CHer lexrninf , and Jet newer come t6 the 
' knowledge of the Trmth. They cometo church, 
and hcare, and goc home, and come againe, 
.and heare againe, and ſo goe round, like a 
Horſe in a mill, and are yet never the nearer. 


They 


— ——— —— 


' 


| 


e)1 forger that | 


—— 


| Tritths Purchaſe, 


[the ſalt waterand are yet never the ſalter : ſo 
they heare the word, which is the ſalt of the 
| Eareh, and yet are fill ynſeaſoned. Now tbe 
| ſpeciall realon of it is , becauſe' they be no 
franke chapmen ; they would haue roo 

| a peniworth , they will buie the Tr»th vnder 
 foote, orthey will none of it. If to heare no 


' and ther;, and in hearing , now and then to, 


' hearken , and ſo an ende, and ſome 1uch ſu- 
 perficiall performances will doe it, they will 


| be content to be at the colt, otherwiſe they. 


' wiſh you a better chapman, the ware is too 
dearc. If you tell chem of often Hearing, and 


| of keeping their hearts and earescogether 


| fromthe deginning of a Seriuon to the end, 


' of priuate Meditation,of conference, of prai- 


er before to prepare them , of praier aſter to 
 {trengthen them,of redeetying the Time,and 
ſetting ſome part apart for ſuch holy purpo- 
' ſes, they make you anſwer, that you ſer your 
Knowledge at too high a rate , and ynleſle 
they {hall find you more reaſonable, and that 


it goe,orels,as men doe 1henthings are £00 
' deare, they will take the lefie , and a ſmaller 
' portion ſhall ſuffice them. To ſhake off this 
; dulnes,and backwardnes, and that men may 
| learne to be aſbamedof this niggardize, to 
ſtand offcging and effering,and like tonecre 

fellowes, wh loth (as it were) to come off 


1 
i 


| + SG 3 


| with 


They arc like the fiſhin the ſea, which luein 


| ”y hauc it with leſſe paines, lefle hin- ' 
drance; lefle diſgrace, they are content to.lex. 


Mat. 5.13. 


j 


| 


PAaLlis.C. 


Pſale4.7. 


The fitr 
Branch. 


Prog-25. 


Truther Purchaſe. 


with the other penie, I pray you ler vs re- 


member the price which the Lord hath ſer, | 
and whereof there is not one haireto be aba. 
red. It muſt fuſer violence, it mult be moſt of | 
all efcemed,and ſought for firſt of all, ir muſt 
be ftrinen for, and ſtudied abour, and cared | 
for exceedingly. If we be not willing to giue | 
this price,we ; bur pefter Gods houſc,jt is | 
in vain for ys to ruake aſhew,and ro come hi-! 
cher,as Gods people vſcth to come: God can 
not endure to be dallied withall, either goc 
through with him , or neuer begin with him. 
And to comfort thee, take this with thee: the 
commoditie is better then je maketh ſhew 
for: and when thou haſt once gorten it, and 
viewed it betrer , thou wilt ſay as Dauid, The 
lines are fallen vnto me in apleaſant place,yea 1 
bane & fare heritage + and thou ſhalt haue 
more iy of heare, thenthe Rich worldings 
haye when theirwivs andioyle abownderh. Thus 
much of thys point, whichis rhe very act of 


| 


B | 

The taft circumſtance, in this Barpaine of | 
Trweh, is coRore it vp. For as, hongke com- 
modries are ſafely diſpoſed, and aid vp, till 
Time and occaſion ſhall offer yſe : ſo gorten | 
Knowletge , muſt be referued in the Store- 
houſe of the Memorie, tharwhen any occa-' 
ſion of vie ſhall be offered, it may be ac han{, | 
either for the Trial} of a Thwb, or for  Dire- 
ion m1 life. Lot nas rhe words of my nooneh faith 
the wifedome of God , depare fone thee, bue 
{Keeps 
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heepe rhems ms the rnd? of thy bears. / have hidas Plabgrs-n1. 
thy promiſes in wy heart faith Dauid:and Mazie 
1s commended, becauſe hee bepe Chrifts ſay- Luc.2-19.31. | 
ingr, and pondered them in her beart. And in- 1 
deede there is great reaſon, why this of Sto- 
ring vp,ſhouki be added ro all the former. 
For though a man ſhould defire the Trav 
earneſtly, care to heare it diligently,diſcerne ' 
1 wiſely,obranne it painefully,yet it will litle 
auaile, rf it doe firzt runne him , if n be 
as ſoone fotgotren,as gotten, if it be not en- | 
cerrained;and tetled,thar fo itmay dwell plen+ '  , _ 
reowlhy in the heart. | 
The vſe hereof in a word is this, to quic- thc vec 

ken/and iirre vs yp to beware of a common 
Euill, which is,to leaue the word there;where 
we heard it,2nd ſeldome or neuer to call our. 
/ ſeluesto an account, how and in what mea- 
| ſure we haue profited , how our judgements | | 
haue bacne {ered , Our aftections reformed, | 
; our conſciences comforted , by that which | | 

we haue heard. Learne a fimititude from | | 
| Buzyorg., Aman, who hath beene ac the mar. | x 
| Ker, or at the Merchants ſhoppe , and hath | 
: there 1aid our his money, when he returneth | 


-— ———— 


home, he will beginne to call himſcife ro an 
2ccount, to ſee what he hath laid out, where 
' the things are, which he hath bought, and 
| as, of hath nor loſt any thing thereof : 
. 8 
' and if he have, he will rerurne agzine, to the 
; Place where he bought, rome, if be left it 
| not there; and in the way he will enquire of 
| euery ; 


! 


»— 
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Truthes Purchaſe. 


cuery one he merrcth, if they have not found 
ſuch or ſuch arhing, and will neuer be ſatis- 
{4ed, vntil! he haue tound the ſame. It ſhould | 
be fo, with vs, in this cafe. When vc come , 
from Gods houſe , v-hether we went to Buve. 
che Trutb, atter our returr:c , we ſhould finde | 
a time to keepe(as tr were) an Andit, with | 
our ſclues, to ſee what we haue gained, by 
chat daies hearing , and ſhould endeauour to | 
erie our ſelues fronrpointropoin: If we find | 
ſome chings forgotren, returne we muſt a- | 
-ainc, tothe Minitterie of the word, to ſee it | 
£142, pleaſe God, that the ſamerhings may | 
be aganne delivered, & inquire of our friends 
& tamiliars which were there, whether they 
| .canhelpe vs in recounting thole things, 
which through infirmitic hauc eſcaped vs. | 
[Thus Knowiedge would grow vp , Religion 
' would thrive amongſt vs, and we ſhould a-' 
| bound in ſpirituall vnderſtanding, and fo 
| both.thoſe which teach vs ſhould becncou- | 
[ra ed,and we our felues ſhould excecding- | 
| ly be comforted. One ſpeciall reaſon which | 
may mooue vs to this care of ſtoring vp 
knowledge inReligion, is the: poſſtbilitie of 
 afamine of the word of God amonght-vs. 
Gen-@- We read,that when there was 8 fanine ap- | 
proching in Egypt, Ioſeph aduiſcd Pharaoh 
to make prouition before hand in the ſcuen 
plentifull yeares,and to lay vp corne 3gainit 
the time of Penurie, This was good 'Pellicie 
'1n humane reaſon. It{hall be no lefſe good 


Policie, 


S 


ak — 


a 
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Policie in Religion, now in theſe times, in which 
the word of God is plentifull, and we haue it com- 
mon amongſt ys, totreaſure vp knowledge againſt 


great cauſe to take away his word fromys , and to 
giuc it to a nation that ſhal bring forth better fruits 
then we haue done. So that indecde (conſidering | 
| our intolerable contempt of Gods Trarh , and our | 


| oenerall lothing this heauenly Manna) it is rather 
to be wondred, that the Lord hath hitherto for- 
borne vs, then to be preſumed , that we ſhall (til! 
ſcape away vnpuniſhed. I beſcech you therefore, 
let vs now play the the good husbauds, and belſtirre 
| vs,and eucn engrofle, as much knowledge in Reli- 
| g10N as is poſſible, that ſo if ever ſuch a heauie time 
| ſhould come(as Lord, if itbe thy will , ever keepe 
| irfrom vs )we may be able ro ſpeake a word in ſca- 
| ſon to our owne 1oules, and to be a comfort alſo, 
and an inſtruQtion ynro others : leaſt then, many of 
vs, which now will ſcarſeteppe out of our doores 
to heare,ſha]l be glad ro runne from North to Eaſt, 
bur ſhallnor finde it. This may be, and I hope will 
| be,a motive te vs, to Buie the Truch,while the Mar- 
ker laſteth, and to lay it vp in fore againſt the 
Times of wofull neceffitie. Thus {as I could)I haue 
| cndeauoured to diſcouer vnto you, the whole My- 
ſterie of this Bargaine of Tr«h, ſo farre forth as ir 
| concerneth our care, in labouring to be grounded 
'1n the Knowledge of Religion. 
| Nowe before I doe diſmiſſe this point, it 


j 


' might nor be amiſle ( Pye þ to ſay ſome- 


the dajes of want, we having giuen the Lord, ſo | 


thing. to thoſe which are the Lordes Officers, 
| Fi (as 
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(as it were) in the ſelling 


| 


o of his Trath vnto | 


the people, I meane the Miniſters of the 


Goſpell.For ſure,by iuſt proportion , everie 
one.cf theſe circumſtances, tcemeth co vrge 
a dutie ypon them. Fitlt of all, it the people, 


mult have a defire to get NO , it is 
meete, that they ſhould haue a deſire to im> , 
part Knowledge. And it is a notable thing, ir. 


Ier.a0.9. __ 


which Elthu compared himſeife which ha- 


uing no vent, is readie to burlt ; ſo that the * 


ſpirit within him, compelleth him, and t&e 


m his Bones,fo that hecannot ſtay: And ſo con- 
trariwiſe, it is a miſerable thing when his 
bowels are ſhutte vp, and he hath no com- 


[RI__ then,ler this,that the people mult 


among them.Secondly, they muſt come tothe 
Church,the Place of ſale:there muſt be ſome 
body there to diſcouer the treaſures of Gods 
houſe,to open the myſtcries of Godlinefle 


Churches.Becauſe my Text ſpeaketh of Buy- 
ing,l know not whereto better to compare 
them,then to fome old Townes, which haue 
had yearely faires in them , and are now de- 


vpon 


_— ——— - - w— 


9 — — 


paſſion in regard of the neceſſities, of gods ' 


aue a defire to learne,teach vs to be of Pauls ; 
mind, euen to /ong to beſtow ſome ſprimall gift. 


caied , and gro\wne out of vic : youſhallſee ' 


yntothE.and therforert would make mi wiſh | 
his head were ful of water, and his cies a Foii- | 
[raire of Teares, to fee the ſtate of many 


| | a Miniſter, when he is like vnto the veſſel ro 
| Job.zz-196 | 


Word in his Heart, 1s a« « Burning Froſut up 


— © -—— 


Av 
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vpon the day in which their faires were wont 

co be kept, they will hang out a glooue or 

ſome ſuch teſtimonie of ſuch a mecting, but 

nat one Whit of ware is there to be ſold : ſo 

in many Churches, you ſhall ſee a Pulpit, a 

ou for a ſpeaker, and another for hearets, 
- bur it is but for a ſigne, he which commeth| 

thither to buy the Truth, 1s like to haue but al 
| reaſonable Bargaine. Thirdly, as the People 
. muſt labour for diſcerning ſpirits, ſo the 
Preachers, muſt ſtudie to Geks iudicially, 
' that they may ſay as Chrilt ſaid ro Nicode- 
mus, ne ſpeake that we kyox; lcalt they be an| 1963-11 
' occaſion of falling ynto any. Fourthly,as the 
; people mult equall the price tothe worth of 
the thing, that is,mult ineſtimably value that; 
; which is taught, ſo the Preachers ought to 
| beware of doing Gods Bu/mesnegligently, of | ler.q2.10. 
ſlight and ſuperficiall performance of ſo 
| waightie a matter.It is generally a faule with 


| vs, that the world hath fo beguiled and en- | 
; tangled vs, thatit maketh vs ſo ſlenderly to | 
| prepare onr ſelues to the dunies of our pub - | 
 licke Miruſtry; as though to preach, were a 

buſtnes but by the way:and that cauſeth our 
' Preaching to cary the leſſe Maieſtie and Au- 
 thoritie with it, becauſe the wiſer ſort of our | 
| hearers, doe perceiue, that we are often put | 

to our ſhifts, and doe make Preaching ro be 
| bur an exerciſe by the glaſſe, which time 3f | 
| we.can by any meanes fill vp,»'e hold it to 00G 
; be ſufficient;»el! if our kearers muſt buy our | | 
F 2 Sermons | 


— » —— - ah "—— JH = 
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| 
| 
| 


' Mat.1; + j3« 


lobg.4. 


Col.4439» 
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| Sermons at ſo deare a rare, ler vs 1ndeauour 
| that they may be worth the Buyines, 1 altly,as 
| the people muſt ſtore vp knowledge,and that 
' now eſpecially, becauſe we know not how 
; neere the dearth is; ſo we mult alſo now 
; chiefly, bring out of our Treaſures both new & 


old , and not be wanting by our forward- 


ching himſelfe hath laid ypon vs all, namely 
to worke the workes of him that ſent vs while ut i5 
Day;the night commeth when no man can works. 
Thus much Ithought good by the way to 
adde,touching thoſe, whom the Lord hath 
deputed tothe ſeruice of his Church, that 
we may all take heed ro or Mimftry, which we 
hame recemed,to fulfil it. 


Theende of the firſt 


Sermon. 


neſſe to provoke them to diligence in this. 
caſc,remembring what Chrilt ſpeaking tou-. 


| 


_—— ——— Re I — 
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The ſecond Sermon. 
| Prou. 23.23. 
Buie the Truth, but ſell it not. 


— _ 
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EI a9 CSG We Hough I purpoſe not 

=) to enter into any pre- 
a2 ciſc repetition, of the 
39 points taught out of 
7® this place of Scrip- 
= ture, at the Time of 
D } my laſt beeing here; 


' thodes ſake,that it may appeare, how I make 
| my two Sermons to agree,and ts follow, the 


| 


- 


yer for order and me- 


' one direRly vpon the other, 1 muſt necef{ari- 


| ly entreat youto remember with me thus 
' much;that,as this Text was diuded into two 
 parts,1.an IniunQion: 2.an Inhibition; ſothe 
former part was cut into two members : the 
one,concerning the ſctled knowledge of the 
Truth-che other,touching a holy praQtiſe,and 
obedience to the T-«th, The firlt of theſe 
tivo , was the matter and ſubieR of the laſt' 
Sermon , the latte; muſt hau: be firſt roome 
in this exerciſe, 
The perfection and good of cuery Action 


is the Ende of it ; becauſe, whatſocuer we 


| ” 3 | doc 


* = > Oe — 


P 4 
£ 
, 


Ioh. 8.45. 
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- doc attempt and vndertake, ſomething there 
is which we doe aimeat therein,which is by 
' many degrees to be preferred before the 
| meanes leading thereunto. As it is in all 0- 
. ther things, ſo is it in the Buying of the Knov- 
| ledge of the doAtrine which is according to 
' godlines. For it is not therefore onely to > be 
purchaſed,that by it the Miſt of ignorance in 
chevnderſtanding pare might be diſpelied, 
bur alſo that chereby, the Will might be 
firengrthened, the Aﬀectiss Rreightened, the 
' Conſcience purged,the Outward man refor- 
 med,& forthe very Bodie of Falſhood which 
the E. Father of hes, hath begotten in vs might 
be vrrerly deftroicd, Wellthen, that we may 
'profic by che bandling of this point, Twill 
take this Courſe: I will ſhew you firſt, what 
this ſecond and inferior Truth 1s, w bach muſt 
| be had alfate the making vp of this full Pur- 


— — - ——— 


| | | Chaſe. Secondly, I will declare che neceſſitic 


of ir. Lrrng/ Twill applic the ſame to our 
\yſe.- 
| And fickt of all , that we may vnderſtand, 


- | what this kind of Trath is , which from the 


; ynderſtanding , is derived into the whole 

, man, and diverted ro the ordering and go- 
' uernment thereof, Itake it the beſt wv ay will 
' be, alittle to take view of that which is con- 


' trarie thereto, which beciag aright concei- | 
. ued of ,\vill give a better light vnto this. Da- 
uid in one af his Pſalmes , maketh mcotion 
' of a cerraine Guile, which he calleth a fpere- 


ow 


, enter, )to be (as it were) the ripping of that 
| coare,and the ſundring of each Jeate,where- ' 
with the ſame is patchedtogether, The firſt 
branch then of this Gade, is a conceiptof a 
| mans owne good Eſtate for {pirituall things: 


Truthes Purchaſe. 


tuall Gui/e;Bleſſed(ſaith he) the man ws whoſe 

ewit there ts no gui/e. And our Sanjonr comme n- 
ded Nathanee! in theſe termes, Behold an If. 
raelue orwhame there is no Guile, When we ſhal 
ynderftand what this Sprizwuall Guile is, we 
ſhall the better iudge what this other Tyah 
is, which my intent is to vrge in this place. 
| Spirnnall Guite may be in generallthus de- 
ſcribed: It is a kinde of double dealing be- 
twixr Go and a mans owne ſelte, in the 


things which doe concerne his ſoule. It hath 
many Branches, which becing opened will 
giueafuller & cleerer light vnto the whole; 
you may (if youplealc )luppoſe this fþ1ratwail 
guile generally named,to be (as it were) the 
Coare of fig-leaues, which Adam made for 
himſelfe when he had firſt ſinned, wherewith | 
to hide himſelfe from God;and the opening 


[! 


of the particulars, (into which Iam now to | 


an opinion that all jn him 1s well, & nothing 
to be found fault withall. Such a conceipt it 
feemerh to me, that Paul had of himtelfe be 
fore his conuerſion : [once was ale ((anh 
he ) without the law: thatis ; before Itooke a 


| fuller view of my ſelte,in the glafie of Gods 
| Law,I deemed my felfe perfite,[ was io 244- 


_ of the Tr.1d116 of my fathers,chat I ſuppo- 


ſed 


=> In 


Pſal. 32.3» 


Ioh 2.47- 


Rom 7.9. 


Gal.z-14, 


on 


—n——_— "—_—_— 
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(1) 


2) 


ag 


Luc.8.z I, 


| 
Math 9.13». 
\ 


Pſa.n0.3- 


Heb.10-39. 


| 
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ſed,that I was a man our of the reach of all 
exception.Such an onealſo, was the proud 
Pharifie, who ſtood prating,and telling God 
a Tale of his owne good deedes.Such an one 
alſo,are they whom Chriſt calleth Righteorus 
in that ſaying, [ came nor tocall the Righteous; 
that is,men that are ſo intheir own ſeeming. 
And euen ſuch, the greateſt part of ys are at 
this day, lying to our owne hearts, bleſſing 
| ourſelues,as Dauid ſpeakes.So thar it is even 
the hardeſt matter in the world;to perſwade 
vs,orto beate it into vs, that our naturall e- 
ſare,in regard of the abundance of in-borne 
corruption, is ſo lamentable, ſo wofu!l, and 
ſo deepely to be pitied, as indeed it is. And 
that maketh many carnall men,cuen to won 
(der what Preachers meane,\vhen they ſpeake 
lo vehemently touching the miſcric of mans 
nature,and the extreame danger in whichhe 
Randeth thereby . Hence allo it is, that the 
offers of Gods mercie in Chriſt are ſo dil- 
dainfully entertained, and ſo commonly re-| 
ieRed:men not knowing their owne necel- 
ſirie doe deſpiſe the Riches of Gods boun- 
tie,and eucn rread vader foote the Sonne of 
(God. The ſecond branch of this Spiricuall 
| Gwile, is to extenuare and leflen thole (linnes 
(which we cannot but acknowledge. As 
namely, when the word working vpon the 
conſcience,hath made a mancuen in dcſpite | 
of his own heart,to confeſle himſelf in ſome' 
thingsguilty,the co find thisſhife,that yerthey 


are. 


—  —— —-- ———— —— — — — 
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/are ſmall and pettie offences,they are no hai-= 
'nous,nor bloody finnes,and therefore there | 
z 'is notuch danger inthem,as that they ſhould | 
| 'aske 1o ſpeedie, and ſo deepe repentance, 
| [This falſe Tricke we read Saul plaied. When _ 
| he had prevented the appointment of Saimu- 313+ 
| cl for ſolemne ſacrificing at G/g4l, ( which | 

; how great a finne it was, the reproote aad ' 

' puniſhment of it de declarc) yer Saul bang | 

challenged for it, an] not ablerto denie the | 

| faQ,exrenuated the matcer in theſe tearmes,/ ' 
| was bold,c>c.he was content to acknowledge 

ita liccle (lippe, but loth to yee!d it, tobe a | 

matrer of that hainouſnes , that Samuel 
would make it to be. And this is the very | 
conceipt,which men haue of many ſinnes at | 


/ |  Trather Parchaſe. AE Fas 
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this day, as of Teſting, fooliſh Talking, vn- 
| cleaneſpeaking,ſwearing,dalliance,wanton= 
|  nefle,Gaming,Reuclling,Savaoth-breaking, ' 
| | which though they be in their owne nature | 
| yerie great finnes, yet the outrage of theſe| 
| iworlt times, hath made them ſo common, 
that the commonnes, hath much abated the 
vglines of them in mens Opinion. And ther- 
| fore, when men are dealt with, for any of 
i theſe or the like, and cannot but conteſle 
| their own cuiltineſſe, yet they will ſay, [ hope | 


— 
_ 


| this 15 no ſuch great offence, I pray God I neuer | 
; doe worſe,you neede rot make ſo great a matter of | 
| ſo ſmall atreſþ.yſſe , and [ truſt God nsl nog be ſo 
| extreame for exery Trifle . This is a ſecond 
| branch of this Gzz/e. The third branch is, a 


=. 
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Lying thirt, which Satan hath furniſhed ma- 
ny withall,wh1. h isthis;to thruſt themſclues 
in among the multitude, and to thinke by 
that meanesto eſcape away vneſpied, or at 
the leaſt,the lefle blamed. So at this day, the 
ſuperititious and ceremonious people,which 
place all religion, in oueward obſervances, 
doeſhroud themſelues vnder their fore-fa- 
thers, couer the matter with the name of Cu- 
ftome,and with thepraQtiſe and example of 
the Multitnde; they are content to doe as 0- 
thers doe,and therewith they hope to be ex- 
cuſed.In like ſortmany taken inthe common 
finne of this Age, I meane, Adultery, when 
they cannot but confeſle it,chen this is their 
Plea, thatthey be not the firſt; as though ir 
were wiſedome for themto goe to hell, be- 
cauſe the way thither is a muchtravailed way, 
in which a man ſhall never mifſe much com- 
pany. Vnder this kind of Gai/e, may be com- 
prehended all ſuch courſes, the lawfulneſle 
whereof, men doe ground onely vpon Exam- 
ples,being of the ſame mind for matters of 
godlines and religion, that Chuſai would 
ſeeme to be in ſtate matters vnto Abſalom, 
Whom thy people,and all the men of Iſrael chuſe, 
bis will [be,and with him will | dwell. So fay 
they, Looke which way the moſt goe that way will 
we goe. The fourth branch of Gmile,is, the ſet- 
ting ofa tolerable name ypon a groffeſinne, 
that ſo cither it may not be teene, or may 
notappeare in it owne likenes, Thus in the 


world 
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world drunkennefſe is called, Goodfellow- 

ſhip; Riotouſneſſe, Merie-mecting;Gaming, 

a paiſing of the Time;Couverouſneſſe, is ter- | 

med warines; Cooſenage, the living by a ' 
mans wie dollembiieg, Pobeie The vſurer . 

will haue his praQtiſe called Intereſt, or v- 

| ſage, or Purting out, any thing ſauc plaine | 

; vſury. Implacablenefſe is called Stoutneſle; | 

' Fornication a ſtepping a lictle awry; ſwea- | 
ring, a fooliCh cuſtome; Pride by a milder | ; 
| name is called yanity;Ignorance is coloured 

| with a pretence of fimplicitic, and vnlear- | * 


| nedneſſe;Oppreſſion is ſaid to be the making | 
the moſt of a mans owne. And thus in wenn | 
| 


_ | otherthings,as in theſe, the Deuill beguiler 
'vs,and teacheth ys co lie to our owne fſoules, 


"” = 2 


; The fift Branch, is, to derive and tranſlate a | | 
 Gnne committed by vs to another, thereby | 
to caſe our ſclues whats: or atthe leaſt by. 
hauing a partner, that it may be the mere 
light vpon our owne ſhoulder. So Adam be- ! 
ing challenged by God for cating the for-| | 
| bidden fruite, ſought co derive the fault, | 
' partly ro God himſelfe , wa to his wife, | | 
| The woman that thow gaucſ} to be with me, ſhe | 
|  ganemeof the Tree, of I dideate. So Henah norm | 
- likewiſe,it was her cxcuſe,The Serpent alſo be. | 
' Filed me & [ djdear,thus you ſhal haue aſwe- | 
rer ſay ſometime for himtelfe, that he could | 
not otherwiſe be belecued:the riotous ſaith, | 
Companie drew him in : the vſurer ſaith, he | 
was importuned co lend, & offered largely for | 
G 3 che | 


_ 
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| the ioane. So the Simoniacall both Patrone | 
' and Prelate,are at this day at yariance, ypon | 
| which of the two, the "os of corruption | 
ſhould lie. The one pleadeth the greedines ; 
of the Miniſtry,that will offer ſo deepely:The | 
other aileadgeth the hardnes and ſtraitaes of | 
the Patrones , whome nothing but a gift in | 
'the Boſome can perſwade. This is alſo a fpice 
of this Spiritzall Guilg, The ſixt Branch there-) 
of,is a wrong Reaſoning from theexamples, 
of the falles of Gods children,related in the | 
Scripture. There. is many a man who thus | 
thinketh with himſelfe , was not Danidan a- | 
dulter? Did not Salomon keepe many concubmes? | 
Had not many of the Tatriarches (who notw ith- | 
| ſtanding were well reported of )) multplicitie of | 
Wines? not Noth drunken? Did not Lot com- 
mr viceſt with his owne daughters ? Did not Pe« 
ter curſe and ſn eare anddenie his Maſter? And 
therfore why ſhou!d [ be afraid to ſatisfic my owne 
| ps ber fulfill my owne de/ires,and to follow 
my owne beſt pleaſing courſes? No doubt it may be | 
| as wellwith me ,as « was with the: By Repentance, ' 
\ they at laſt reconered, and ſo may 1. Thus man | 
'\aone ſecretly harteneth and Lge | 
| himſelfe to continuance in Euill, by a falle 
and yniuſt applying of the falles aud blemi-| 
| ſhes of Gods children. Theonly vſe whereof ' 
js, before we fal,to make vs watchfull, behol-' 
. ding in them Mans Infirmitie; and after we 
haue fallen, and arc touched in conſcience, | 
toputys in hope of Gods mercie:and not to| 


be 
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' be (as it were) a ſtale, vnder the ſhadow | 


' Whereof, we may the more boldly giue our 
ſelues ouer to yngodlineſſe. The ſcauenth 
Branch of this Guile is , a miſinterpreting of 

thoſe gracious teſtimonies, which the Scrip- 

' ture hath, of Gods forbearance, and milde 

dealing with [his children , which belong to 

| his EleRtien. Ir is ſaid in holy Scripture, that 
| Godwillſpare his Eleft,as a man ſpareth his owne 

' ſoxne that ſerueth him: that in them he will 
_— the Will for the deede,the Endeauour 
for the full performance; that he will paſſe 

by their Infirmities ; that their ſinnes ſhall 
not ſeparate them from his loue; that he 
looketh rather to the ruth of their Aﬀecti- 

; on,then to the quantiticof their Obedience. 

; Theſe and the like aſſurances , the Scripture 


 Biueth of the Lords conniuence ( as I may ſo. 


' ſpeake)and of his remitting the ſtraiphtnes 


' of his Juſtice cowardes thoſe that are his ; 


, Which things are indeede exceeding full of 


' comfort to all thoſe which know rightly ro 
' applie them. But now, many wretched ones 
hearing this,doe euen coſen themſelues with 


a conceit,that their Heart is g00d,their Mea-. 
ning for the beſt,and their deſire to beas ho-. 


ly as the Pureft : and ſo, becauſe God will(in 


his kindnes) accept good beginnings in his 


;Ele&t, though the ſame be but weake , and , 


like ſrokmg Flaxe ; therefore they imagine 
that, albeit their courſes of life are abomina- 
ble , and ſuch as in no reſpe& ,in regard of 
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.| mercie, and a curning of the ſweeteſt propri- 
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; eroflc finnes can be iuftified, yer with a pre- 


cenſe and proteſtation of a good Will and 
defire , and endeauour, to bleare the Eyes of | 
God,and to ſcape vnpuniſhed at the day.of | 
Reckoning. This is a Dangerous ſubtilty, be- | 
cauſe it is an Abuſeof the riches of Gods 


etie of his Narurc ,into wantonnefſe , The 
eight branch of this Guile 1s, a Miſtaking the 
nature of ſinne ; as for example ; Some man 
hauing ſome one groſle finne., raigning in 
him , which (perhaps) is alſo in the worid ta- 
ken notice of, as, whoredome , oppreſſion, 
ſwearing, &c. thinketh with himſclfe , that 
chough this be indeede a foule fault, yet ir is 
his onely fault,and many times ,he thus com- 
muneth with his owne Heart: Tre i i5(/ con- 
feſſe ut) there is ſuch a groſſe ſme which | am 
guilty of and it may be the world ſeerh it . and it is 
ſome blemiſh and diſgrace wnto me: but what 
then? [ bope nhen they hane named that , they 
hane named all: they can( 1 ams ſwre )lay no other 
marter to my charge, onely thus excepeed : and [ | 
know no man lucth without a fault , therefore [ | 
truſt [ may be the better borne withall. This con- 
ceipt ariſeth(as I haue faid)vpon a miſtaking 
of the Nature of finne, men thinking , that | 
fiane may goe alone by it ſeife without com- 
panie: as though a man could be given to A- 
dulterie onely, and co no other iniquitie : to 
oppreſſion onely, and to no other vice: to 


drunkennes onely , and to no other enormi- 
| ele. 
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' 


tic. It is vnpoſſible. Theſe grofſe fines have | 
many attendants, and it cannot be, that they ; | 
ſhould goe ſingle. Sinne is the ſicknes of the | 
 foule. As therefore in the diſeaſes of the Bo- | 
die, we ſee, that cucry maine pricſe, as the | 
| Rone,gour,peſtilence,&c, hath certaine infe- ; 
| riour griefes annexed to it ; ſo cuery grand-. 
 finne, hath other petit cuills to attend it, and. 
to feede it (as it were)withour which, it can. 
'neuer come to any great perfeCtion. So that 
itis a plaine Errour, when a man perſwadeth 
' humſclſe , Thisor this is my onely finne, nor , 
conſidering what a troupe and trainefollow- J 
eth euery toule and open Euill. The ninth | MY 
' branch is, the drawing of a falſe concluſion 
' out of the Lords long- ſuffering. Ir is that | 
' which Dauid mentioneth, os Ba bringeth | 
'jn God thus ſpeaking to the Wicked man : 
| Theſe things bat thou done, and I held my togue, Val.go.n. 
| therefore thou thoughteft, I was like thee. And 
| Salomon, Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil worke Ecc.b.11. 
£5 not execured Sandy phevefive the Heart . the 
' childrenof men ys full ſet v1 them to doe enill. Ic t 
[is an ordinarie reaſouing among many,thus, 
\ Surely if God were ſo ſeuerc, or fo deepely | 
diſpleaſed with my cuill courſes, as it may | | 
feeme by ſome Texts of Scripture, and as: 
ſome Preachers would per{wade, I doe nor . 
thinke he would ſo long haue forborne me. 
and ( which is more maruailous )) that he 
would haue thus heaped outward Things | 
ypon me; thercfore Itec not to the contra- | 
re,” 
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&AnnouRhem. 
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rie,(vnleſſe I will be afraid of ſhadowes, and | 
terrified with words)but that Imay continue 


in my owne courſe, and ſeeke mine owne fa- 


tisfaction , as heretofore I haue beene accu- 
ftomed. The tenth branch of this Guile is, a 
Hopins to ſatisfie,and make amends for ma- 
ny Euiil courſes by ſome ſpeciall ſeruices & 
dcuotions, or by tone ſhewes of charitie. 
This is firſt, the guilefull conceipt of all Pa- 


piſts; tor ſo arc our Rhemiſts 01vne words,in - 
their notes , that Almes extinquiil: finne, re- 
| deemefinne, make cleanc ani ſatisfie for for- 
' mer offences, and are to be done as a propi- 


tiation to God for tormer cuills. The ſame 
is their Opinion of faſtings, of penance, of 
'pilgrimage,and the like, Secondly, this is the | 
, bliade Imagination of our fortiſh ignorant ' 
,people at this day , who ( for want of better 


| inſtruction)are frozen in the Cregges of Po-! 
/peric, and ſuppoſe the due obleruation of | 


| ſome ſolemne tetiwalls in the yeare , as they 
| come in their courſe, to be a kind of recom- 
pence for a multitude of other defaults; and 
|that if they be precize in the kceping of 
theſe, and the like rituous traditions , then 
they arc very religious. Thirdly, this is alſo 
a deuiſe by which many worldly men de- 
ceiue themſclues,who hauing by rapine and 
extortion, by gaping ouer the heads of the 
p oore, by treading ypon them and grinding 
their faces, and by other the like violent and. 
indireR courſes, raked much rogether , ima-| 
e1nCe | 
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| cine to remedie all this both with God and. 

| the world,by ſome largefſe, and beneuolece 

' ro the poore, or to the Church attheir de-. 
 ceaſe;and being poſleſied herewith,they run 
' on,preſuming by thismeanes to make a tho- | 
| rough ſanisfaftion, both to recouer their cre- | 
| dit with men, and to gaine fauour alſo with | 
| the Lord. The eleuenth and laſt branch of 
this Gus/e:is tolooke no further then to a ſhew 
| of Godlpreſſe,and to thinke ones ſelfe religious 

' inough,if he haue learnedthe Arrof ſeeming, | 
| and can make an outward ſemblance of that, | 
| which indeede is farre, from their Hearts. 
| Theſe which are thus minded, if the world 
' hold a good opinion of them, they thinke | 
' themlelues to be very holy,if men can not | 
chalenge them,they accountthemſclues vn- 

. blameable. This is right hypocrifie. Hypo-' 

 crice,is a greeke word, and fignifieth a Rtzpe-. 

' player, who many times, for the time weareth | 

' the habne,and carricth the tile and title of | 

, a king, himſelte becing bur a raſcall, or bea- | 

 reth the part of ſome yalourous knight, bee- | 

' ing a man of no reſolution, or repreſenteth | 

' a chaſt and modeſt louer,when his owne life | 

is a practiſe of vncteanes: This is properly an | 
Hypocrite,and _—— applied to matters of 
religion,it ſignifieth ſuch an one,whoſe pro-! 

| feſſhon,and mouth,and facc,and habite,make | 
by fixtes and ypon occaſions,great ſhewes of | 


| 


' Pietie,when inhis heart, he is nothing leſſe 


then he makes ſhew of. Yet, this is the com- 
H x mon 
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mon Religion of che world, and from hence 


! 
j 


come ſo many courtes for getting of a man, | 


a name, and opinion of religion, One man! 
ſhewerh himſelfe a ſharpe reprouer and cor-| 
reerof the crrors of others,that ſo he may 
bethought to be ſuch an one, who cannot 
brooke or ſufter euill, and yetthe ſame not- 


withſtanding is ſlacke inough in reforming | 


his owne corruptions; like to him of whom 
our Saviour ſpeaketh jn the Goſpell, who 
forgetting the Beame in his owne Eie, was 
very defirous,as might ſeeme,to caſt out the 
Mote, which was in his brothers Eic. An o- 
ther, in ſome outward obſeruations will 


ſeeme very precize,which are but as it were ; 

the Circumſtances of religion, in the meane | 
E £ A £ ! 

cime negleing the maine duties; after the 


faſhion of the Scribes & Phariſies, ro whom 
Chiſt denounced a woe becauſe they did 
tithe minte,and aryſe and cunmin and dia leaue 
the war briier matter of the Law: A third ſort to 
be choughe religious, will nor fticke to giue 
ſome reftimonie of reformation, and like 


Saul in his expedition againſt Amaleck, who | 
killed the worſer ſtuffe,and ſaued the beſt of 


the ſpoile aliue, ſo they will kill (as might 
teeme)ſome petite tins of lefle profit advan- 


! 


| 


tage,or delighe,& yer let the great ſinnes,the 
crucitying wherof ſhould chiefly teſtify ther ' 


obediece,)bleate & cry ſtil inthe eares of the 
moſt high. Thus Herod,reformed ſom things 
at Iohns preaching, but the gridfin he would | 


——— — 
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| ny ſuch Herods there are now adaics, who, 
. whe a godly refatmatis is vrged,cry with the 
fame wordes,though I feare me not with the 
ſame mind,that that good Syrian vſed Ownely 
herein the Lord be mevcifull wntows, letys be 
born with in this,& beſides it we will med a- 
ny thing.As mes courſes are many,forthe at- 
raining of ay OpiniGof religis,ſo their endes 
are divers:00e mi doth it for his profit;as che 
Shechemites ycelded to be circumcited vpon 
this hope, Shall not their flockes, and cattell, end 
all therr ſubſtence be ww? Another doth it for 
his. credit andeſtimacion, So, Sev/ though he 
did not much loue or cſtceme Samuel , as a 


Prophet, yer when Samuel in ſome diſcon- . 


rentment \vas 6. Jreare, omg him,he umpor- 
tuned him to iay with him, and this was his 
reaſon, Heoew me, pray thee before rhe Elder: 
of my people . He thoug ha Sarmuels preſence 
would grace him,otherwilſeit is likely he did 
not much regard him. And I doe verily 
thinke , this to haue beene one cauſe, which 
mooued Herod at the firſt, ro countenance 


lohn Baptiſt; becauſe,the people accounting 


Iohn as a Prophet, it could not but make 
much for Herods credit to be a proteRion 
vnto him. Another yet maketh Religion, but 
as a cloke to greater vilanies: ſo Icxabel pur- 
poing by falſe "6 to take awa _ 

2 ths 


—— 


by no meanes be perſwaded to reforme, bur 
. thought the preacher might better ſpare his 
. head,theE he could live without that finn; ma- 
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| boths life, yet would grace the matter with 
proclaiming aFaſt. And Abſolom made the 
| performance of a Vow in Hebron, to be the 
| ſhadow of his vnnaturall conſpiracie againſt 
his father. This js the laſt Branch of this Sp;- 
' rituall Gurle;, the ſumme of it, is this, when 
' for matters of Religion men content them- 
| ſelucs with the Iudgement of the world,thin- 
| king themſclues a, ns if the world ſo 
; account them. Thus haue I ripped vp Adams 
fig-leaues,and ſhewed you,as Ithinke,all the 
particulars of this Spxrewall Gnile; whereby 
men thinking to deceiue God,doe ar the laſt 
'vtterly beguile their owne ſoules. I haue 
| beene longer im it then 1 thought; but the ex- 
! cellencie and neceſlitie of the point, hath o- 
| uercaried me. Now, Truth is in cuery reſpect 
| contrarie hereunto, as full of plain-nes, as 


this is full of ſubtiltic , making a man as like | 
'to the God of Truth, as the other maketh. 


' him to reſemble the farther of hes. It is briefely. 
this; An humble and feeling acknowledge- 


ment of a mans natural! ſinncfulr.efle ; an ag- 
'grauating to the conſcience of eucry cuil}, 


when aman hath to doe direaly with the 


\ Lord; a ſhunning and auoiding of all thifts, 


\either of pretenſed examples , or of Multi-_ 


'tude, orof ſhrouding ercat fnnes vnder to- 
lerablenames,or of tranſlating faults ynto 0- 


thers,or of prefuming ypon Gods goodnes, 


or of hoping by petit meanes to redeene of- 


fences, or by couering a falſe heart with a 
| face 


ct  ——— 
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face and vizard of Religion. This is Truth js 
the oward parts,as Dauid tearmeth jt, This 


| was in Hezekiah,O Lord, 1 have walked before 
'theem Truth. And from hence fſpringeth 


0” 


| Truth jn the conſcience, piuing atrue infor- 


mation of peace wrought with God by Ic- 


| 
| ſus Chriſt,and affuring a man by the Tr#ch of 


| his Obedience, of the Trath of his Faith: 
. Trath in the mouth, to put away Lying, and 
all manner ſpeaches,which may giue the Lie 
tO a good profethion. Tr inthe Eics, nor 
to behold Vanity:Trmth 1n the care not to heave 
the Inftruttis that cauſeth roerre, from the words 


| ——— 
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Pſal.51.16. 
Ifay.z8.3. 


Eph 4-2 5- 


{ ſal.019.379. 


of knowledge:Trmth in the Hand, in reſpec of Pages: 


the vprightneſle,and fidelitie,and plaine-nes, 


' and open-nes of a mans dealing among 


men. Thus I haue ſhewed you, the nature of 


this Truth , which is comprehended in one 
| clauſe thus, True Obeadzence to thatwhich a 


' 147 bnaverh to be the Truth. | 
| 


| dience,or Obedience to the Truth. The nece(- 


 fitie,may be gathered by that which (cripture 
| hath delwered of ir,all whoſe Precepts im- - 


' pole a neceffitic . When wiſedome entreth wito 
thy Heart and knowledge delighteth thy ſoule, 
Then ſhall counſel pre ferue thee, and vnderſtand- 


m7 keepe thee. So that there is no benefite by | 
know!eJge,till it come intotheheart, & hath | 


. wrought upon the AﬀeCtions, Saint Iames 
ſpeaking of a generall apprehenſion of the 
| H 3 Truth 


| Thenextpoint,isto ſhew the neceſſitie of |, 
this kind of Truth, or namely Trmrh of Obe- 
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| Trueh of Religion, without vſe,ſaith, The De- 
; aillr hauc it and doe tremble. Mary ſpall come is | 
' that day ud ſnal ſay unite me tankCucbne hauec 
Propheciedin thy name (let vs which arc prea- 
chers conhider it,) yet Chriſt ſhall ſay vnto | 
them, Deperr from me, ze that worke imquite. 
Here is knowledge, and yet no faluarion: /f 
yo yay theſe chgr,(laith Chrilt elſe where), 
bleſſed are youtf you doe them ; It is the Obedi- ! 
ence , which maketh vp the Happinetle. To. 
ever) one that us rhir/tie, Come buy : and what 
then ? Eatc ro:the Hauing is a aaichour 
the vſing.Places afþScripeure of this nature | 
| are infinite, all which doe confirme thus. 
' much;that the Purchaſers ofthe Tr=rh,ought | 
| not to be like,the Rich, (but yet miſcrable) 
purchaſers of the world,who, whe they haue 
| gotten much into their hands, yet goc as 
neere the winde,fare as hardly,toyle as pain- 
| fully,looke as rufully,as they did when they 
had nothing,and ſo (as Salomon ſaith, J»u«ke 
'themſe Ines poore haning wealth: Such mult nor 
| che Buyers of the Truth be, knowing much , 
| doing little, hauing (as it were) golden Vit- 
 derſtanding,and leaden Aﬀettions; And in- 
deede to have recourſe ynto the true defini- 
tion of a Lie, there is no more proper Lie, 
then when a man knoweth'one thing , and 
doth the cleane contraric: To lie,is,to goe a- | 
gainſt a mans minde. So that when a mans 
cartiage giucth his knowledge the Lie, that 
man is.though he know the Truth, a notori- 
ous 
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ous Lyer bcfore God. So much: briefly for - 


' theneceſſie of this Trach. 


' The Vic. 


Now to apply this (which is the third 
'point I vndertooke) this is the vie of that, | 


' which hath beene ſaid; euen to flirre vs vp 
(as before to ſoundnes of knowledge in the 
Trth,ſo now)to heartie and ynfained Obe- 
' dience therevnto: that as by following the 


| former Exhortation we ſhail be able to ſay; | 


| Thus ne hane laboured thus we abound in know- 
' ledre thus are we grondedm Relrgion; lo by this, 

| Imean by this Oveying fr the Hart the Form 
_ | of DoTrme which we haue learned, we may 
| with ſceking vie the wordes of Ieremie, The 
; Lord is my ports ſauh my ſoule:and of Dauid, / 
haue ſworne and will performe ut that [ will keepe 
' thy righteous indgemerts.So that when we ſhal 
 heare the Lord ſay in his word,Oh that there 
were ſuch an heart in them to feare me , avid to 
 keepe all my commandements alwaxs;our hearts 


the life of all Religion, this is the Powey of 
Godlmes,namely,when as the Truth ſeated 


| being powred on Aarons head ranne down 
' to his Beard,and went euen to the skirtes of 
| his garments,ſo this, dermeth it ſelfe into the 
| whole man, and ſweeteneth all his Actions, 

making him to giue vp his Boay, a ung ſa- 


within vs, may make Anſwere, Oh that onr 
was were diretted to keepe thy ſtatutes, This is | 


[ 


Rom. 


6.17, 


Iam. 3.24. 


Pſal .n9 208. 


Deut. 5.29% 
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2.Tim. 3.5. 


inthe ynderſtanding like the oyntmet which yal.z;z.. 


| crifice,holy and acceptable unto God. And ſurely, Rom.12-3. 


'if Thad the beſt gift in perſwading which 
| God 
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God hath giuen to any man,and could make | 
'my wordes like nailes, faſtened by the Maſters 
ofthe Aſemblies,1 could nor beſtow my skill | 
'berter,cthen in vrging and preſſing this dutic: | 
and that in theſe three reſpects. Firſt, becauſe | 
of the difficultie of the dutie. Ir is by ma- | 
'ny degrees cafier , to become a man of 
| deepe iudgement,then of a religious Obedi- 
| ence:a harder matter to reRtifie the AﬀeCti- 


'ons ,then to informe the vnderſtanding. And 
there is good reaſon for it,even in nature: In | 
'a matter of Knowledge, to be apprehended. 
(by the vnderſtanding part of Man,there may | 
ſuch forcible reaſons and neceſſaric conſe- ! 
quences be drawne, wherevnto it cannot 
poſſibly but giue conſent:In the affeRtions it | 
isnot ſo. For, that which mooueththem, is | 
ſome ſenſible, either profitre or delight, 
which becauſe it is nor 1o eaſily felt, and ſo; 
ſoone perceiued in the caſe of Obedience, & | 
reformation, therefore it is an eafie matter, 
for the ynderſtanding tobe well enlightened | 
in the knowledge of religion,and yet the af- 
feRionsto remaine cold and lumpiſh with- 
out any loue to religion. Sothat a man may | 
ſooner runne through the whole Circle of | 
Knowledge,then ſet one ſteppe forward to | 
Obedience.Now in reaſon, that which 1s ſo. 
hard in performing, requireth vehemencie | 
of perſwading. The ſecond reſpeRt, why I | 
hold it ſo worthy the paines of me,or of any | 
other to yrgethis dury,is the excellencie of | 
it; 


— _ -. . w——_  ——_—_ ——  —— 


' it;and that apppeareth hereby, becauſe the 
; left graine of Cbodience,dork a$ it were _ 
 fonthewhole Jumpe of knowledge:the ſma- 
' leſt quantitie of heartic affeRions, is the | 
| meaſure of Religio:God,reſpecteth not how | 
' | much,but how heartily:yea,if a man be cut. 
ſhorr of the fulneſle of obedience, yet, if he 
| haue an vnfeined defireghe is accepted accor- ' 
' ding to that he hath:ſo precious athipg is the ».Cor.8.43. 
heartie Embracing of this Truth . The chird | 
reſpeC,is the generali want hereof among. 
' the inen of this generation. For, as we hauc. 
cauſed the enemies of God to blaſphemie, I | 
ineane Papiſts, and to ſpeake cuill of our ho- 
'ly profeſſion, becauſe of our fruit-leſnes; ſo: 
it would make the Eres of Dauid to gwſb ove pc,.ug.14c 
with riuers of waters, and vexe the righteous | *"ct.2.8, 
ſoule of Lor, iff they lived among vs; to ſee | 
' firſt, how the morelcarned and wiſer ſort, | 
; (who yer would be thought Religious )make ' 
| religion onely a matter of contemplation, & ; 
| thinks it inough to be ableto diſcourſe in' 
; matters of Diuinity,as in otherthings vpon | 
' occaſion; and then next, how the common | 
forr,{that are yet called Chriſtians,) be as far | 
fromthe power and truth of Religion, as 
| they which neuer heard ofReligion.So then, | 
this being 2 ducie of that difficultie, of that | 
excellencie,'of char neceſiitie, (that I may at ' 
laſt endthis firſt part)ſuffer me co renue the | 
; former exhortatid in one word: As you mult | 
{pare.no-colt co poſſefle the Truth, fo you. 
| I x muſt| 
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| muſt even piucal, eucri for one little 32odj-| 


; cars of heartic obedience to the T7w1h. For 
| thepurchafing wherof, know no other place 
' to remit thee yneo,then tHat which 1 named | 
for the purchaſing of knoiwledg,cut the Mar- | 

ker of the Lord,the Houſe of God, where his | 
, word is moſt faichfully diſpenſed: where the | 


 faithfull Steward of Gods houſe, who know-/ 


| ctlrhow to diſtribute to every man his por-, 


{tion in due ſeafon,will,as he doth prooucthe | 
; Doctrine,to ftablith thy Iudgemenr.fo apply 
| italfo,and make vſe ot it to dire thy Obe-| 
| dience. And thus much for the firſt part of the | 
| Text,the Iniun&tion, Bay the Trath.Now tol. | 
loweth the Inhibition, ſell not the Truth. 

I ſhall not neede to ſpend much time, in 
fearching ot the meaning of this clauſe. For 
firſt, the word Tr#th is foto be vnderfiood 
here as in the former part. And then, what it 
15 to ſell the Truth,wil eafily be gathered from 
the conſideration of Buyzng, which bath hi- 
therto beene expounded. As then Salomon 
when he enioyned the Buymg of the Trath, 
meantthereby a careful] and an Induftrious 
endeauouring to obtain the Trath;ſo here in- 
hibiting the ſale of Trmehyhe intedeth a care- 
les & negliget difpoſitioto forgoethe Truth. 

The only diyifon which I will vſe,thall be 
to apply this ſellmg, to the double Interpre- 
tation of the word Trmrh:So thatT haue here 
two points to handle: 1.Selinot the bnowledge 
M the Trmth: 2, Forgoe not,pears not with hy Oh. 
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| dience tothe Trath.Of theſe two inorder. And 
| firſt of this, ſel ror the knowledge of the Truth ; | 
| that is, Be not wrought by any meanes, toal- i 
'terthy Iudgement when thou art once groii- | 
[ ded,and ſerled in the Tymth. Now as in han-, 
 dling OF the former part, I didapply the Si- | 
; militude of Buying,ſo in this alſo, I mult haue | 
| leaue,to follow the phraſe of ſelling , ſo farre | 
| forth, as(agrecably to the Rule & Proporti-. 
' on of Faith, )it may giue light ynto thisplace. | 
| Ofa good andthriftie Husband,which is | 
| reſolued not to part with that, which by his | 
great Induſtry and charge he hath gotten, | 
ewo things are required. 1. To continue and 
preſerue his eſtate. 2.By all honeſt meanes to | 
encreaſe it . He which hath a reſolution nor | 
| to ſell that, which he hath,you know he will. 
'haue nought to doe, with common Brokers, 
| o_ as are lifting(as it were)at cuery Thing, 
* fandlieinthe wind to catch whatſoeuer,any | 
! vnthrift ſhall be willing co depart with; or | 
' els,if he happen to haue to doe with ſuch, he' 
wil bewiſe to knowhow torid his hids of the, | 
'and ro kcepe that which he hath from their | 
' fingering. This is wordly Pollicie; not much | 
; vnlike tothis,oughr to C the wiſedome of | 
; euery pood Chriſtian in this behalfe, As our 
| Times are, Sathan,{who is the captaine Bro- 
ker and cannot abide this Chriſtian frugali-; 
| ty)hath ewo principall agents, who follow . 
his cauſes, and are dealers for him in this 
' Kind. 1, The Atheiſt. 2. The Papiſt. Againſt 
| "SS 


both 
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' Rocke that he might experimentally know | 
' it, The Heatheniſh Epheſians were wiler:for, 
| when they heard Paul beginne to call the. 
| Godheadof Diana into doubt, they carried” 
it away with a ſhoute,Greatss Diana of the E- 
q | pbeſians,chey thought it a thing not to be en-' 
| dured. And through this Flood-gate, came | 
' this Sea of miſery into the world in which 
we arcall oucrwhelmed,euen,that our grad- 
mother Heuah,d1d entertaine a diſcouric, & 
Parley with Sathan, touching the Truth of 
Gods word:As indeed,to what end are con- 
ferences and zeaſonings of this naturerFor, /f 
wen will not beleene Maſes ard the Prophets , 
nothing can perſwade them. Furthermore: 
| becauſe euery Man fhall now & then feele a 
 lirele peice of an Arlieiſt in his owne boſome 
| (for each man by nature is that Fooſe which 
fanh mhis Heaxt, there ss no God,) therefore 
(becauſe alſo the Principles of Atheiſme are 
; grounded ypon Mans Reals, )itis goodto be 
| Zrled in this Rale;that the Myſteries of Chri- 
tian Religion are not to be examined by 
' Humane Reaſon. For which cauſe the Scrip- 
\ rure ſaith. he naturillman percemerh not the 
' Thwmgs of the ſpirit of God for they are Foolgſhnes 
, unto bim,Cc. And The Wiſedome of the fleſh, us 
. Enmuve againſt God:and,1f any man among you 
 feeme 10 be wiſe this world, lat h:m be a Foote 
that be way te wiſe. It 1s not in Religion, as in 
' naturall Things : In them, a Judgement is 
| grounded ypon Expcricnce and obſeryatio, 
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and the Induftionof many particulars,from 
which is drawne a generall concluſion:In di- 
uinitie,the very Thing delivered by Scripture 
15 to be acknowledged, though it be not as 
yer ſftren ns by Experience, Bleſſed are 
they that haue not ſeexe,andh ane beleened, ſauh 
oter Saniour, ard Faith is the Enidence of thmrgs 
which are not ſcent,ard, we haue beleer:ed, and 
; knowne,ec.laid the Diſciples, As Abraham 


mult belecue againſt all carnall Reafon to 
belecue. And indeed,if wee will tie our (clues 
to Reaſon, there can be no ſoundnes in reii-' 
cion:For bring your maine pointes of Reli- 
oion to Reaſons Barre, there to recciue their 
Triall,and what ſhall be the verdi& but this; 
that the doQtrine of the Trinitie is ſcnſleile, 
of the Incarnation of Chriſt, abſurd ; of 
the reſurrection, incredible; of the vmon 
of Chriſts two natures, vnlikely ; of Re- 
{ generation , ynpoiſible ; of Predeſtina- 
'tion, Vniuſt ; of Preaching, Fooliſhnes, 
and ſo of others: howbcit I hold this alſo, 


' hoped againſt Hope, fo a Religious man |, 


| that where Scripture approoueth Reaſon, 
| there Reaſon may be brought in as a witnes, 
' although neuer as iudge;as in the caſe of the 
| Reall preſence, the Scripture aſcribing to 
| Chriſt a naturall Body, maketh naturall Rea-. 
| fon an argument lrong inongh, againſt ſuch 
an vnreaſonable Opinion. Thus if a man 


ſhali bring his owne thoughts into cap- 


| tivitie, which exalt themſclues againſt the, 


know- 
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knowledge of God , he ſhall be reaſonably | - 
well garded againſt the Atheiſt, and maine- 
raine this ſpirituall poſſeſſion of Gods 
| Tr#th, | 
| The ſecond Manager of Sathans Buſines, 
in ſeeking to draw vsrto an yathriftie ſelling | 
| of the Trm7-,is the Papift, who was neuer 
: bufier,nor fuller of deviſes then he is. at this | 
day,labouring by Bookes, by privie Perſwa- 
 ders,by Bribes,and by all meanes which hel- 
liſh witte can deviſe,to draw men from the 
acknowledgement and profeſſion of Gods 
. Truth. Thew common motiues, are well | 
; knowne to thoſe,which know any thing, and 
' how they ſeeketo blind and dazell the Eies 
' of many with the glorious (but yer preten- 
ſed)ſhewes of Antiquitie, vaiuerſalitie, vni- 
tie, Lincall ſucceſſion , Catholique Church, 
Church planted by the Apoltles, - Fathers, | 
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ſhewthe weakenes of every of theſe Mo- 

tiues,the falſehood of ſome,the pretenhing of 

other ſome,the Inuailidity of them all, were 

a long peice of worke, and not poſlibly to 

be(though it werebur ſlighely,)badled,in this | . 

ſhortnes of Time:yer left 1 ſhould ſeeme to | 

name an enemie,& to giueno directio tg re-. 

hſt him,therfore,that eug the meaneſt chrifti- 

an,who hath gorte ſome'comfortable know- 

ledge of the ruth may know how to keep his 

Right againſt cuery _— and catching 

Papiſt,] will deliver theſe two inftructions. | 
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| The firſt 1s,the ſpeech of the Apoſtle to Ti- | 
| mothie, Comtixne thou in the Thugs which thaw 
' haſt learned,and art perſwaded thereof, knowing | 
of mhom thon haſt learned them. Ipray youto | 
. conlider the Place and you ſhall find it a no- 


thy mmudgement then when as thou with Care ana 


C ——— 


table Preſeruanue,and as good asa pgrimme , 


. Porter to keepe out thoſe Popiſh faRors ' 


chat would defeat vs of our inheritance. The 


Apoſtle preſſerh a ſtiffe, and firme continu- 
, ance in 77#th receiued, when as theſe two. 


' Things concurre with it?1.A mars own per- 
{wation:2.The conſideration of the Quality | 
of thoſe which firſt caughe vs, Firſt, for a 
, mans owne Perſwaſion; marke I pray you, 
| leaſt I ſhould ſeeme, in Reed of grounded ; 
 ſerlednes,co commend ſelfe-willed Peeuiſh- 
' nes: By becing perſwaded, Paul meaneth thus 
; much,as if he had ſaid to Timothie: /f it be ar: 
| opinion,which thou haſt not ſuddenly entertained, 
| but vpon good Adviſe; if it bath ſeated ut ſelfe im 


Conſciece,vith Humility with vſing the Ordina- 
rie meanes with Prater unto God with heartie de- 
fire to be guided intoTruth enquiredft after know- 
ledge, ſurely thau oughteſt not (beeing by theſe 
' degrees bronght to it and in this manner perſiwa- 
ded gs it)raſhly and ſuddenty to forgoe i. This is 
ment by Perſwafion in this place; A ſerleares 


[] 


of Indgement , following pon an orderly _— 


to bring a man thereunto . The ſecond thins| 


which muſt concurre, is Con/ider and marke of 
whom thou baſt learned them: that is,Obſerne,& 


nate | 


om ies 


- 
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\ zace wellzuhat kind of men they are,by whoſe Mie 
' uſtry thou haſt beene inſtrutted,If they be men, 
' nhoby cheir Fidelure m Teaching, and by the 
 bleſſme of God wpon therr Labours, m v/ing ther 
Munſtry t9 convert mans ſoules, doe carie with 
them the ſeale of thew Mimniſtrie gray, if thme own 

fonle can wunes for them either of theſe , out of | 
thine onne feelmg, then beware of 4 Doitrae 
: con;rary to that thou haſt beene Taught;thaugh 1 
' wor !d not hawe thee tie thy ſelfe ro any mans Au- 
' thoritie, yet be. not raſh, be well adviſed, before 


| 
k 


' thou alter thy #agement confirmed by ſuch a Mi- 
' »/&7. This is the firſt thing which Iwill jo the 
| Lord commend asa direCion, for the mea« 
' ner ſort, {who cannot enter into the exami- 
| nation of every ſeucral]) to preſcrue them 
from the alluremenrs of; Poperie, and fram 
| ſellmg the 'Truth to euery cheating compa- 
i; NION, 

| The ſecond thing which I will commend 
| ynto the ſimpler fort, as a meanes to keepe 
' them, from being entangled, with the large 
| offers of ſubtill Papiſts, whichiſeeke ro draw 
' men from the Trwth,is this; when they ſhall 
' be perſivaded to any point,of Poperic, diffe- 
ring from the dotine taught amongſt vs ar 
| this day,cither by writing, or privie ſugge- 
 ſting,or corrupt and vnſourd Teaching, ler 


| them compare it with the contrarie which 
| we hold, and well ponder with themſelues, ' 
; (deſiring alſo the aſſiſtance of Gods ſpirit) | 


' which of the two Opinions, maketh moſt | 
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Trather Purchaſe. | 
'theſe Rules. So that you ſhall finde all the 
Grounds of that Religion , either to obſcure. 
iGods gloric , orro weaken mans comfort, 
'or{ what pretenſe foeuer it may make , by. 
'not ſeeming roſpare che Bode )to give libertic | 
to the fleſh. I pray you triethe Truth hereof | 
ypon occafion , and then credit the DireQion | 
accordingly. | 

'Thus much briefly bow. a Chriſtian good 
husband , who hauing ar. a dearc hand: pur- 
chaſed the Truth, and is willing ſtill to enjoy 
Ir, may keepe the fame from all Huckſters, 
whether they be ſuch as would draw him to. 
No Rcligion,or ſuch as would winne bim go | 
rigs religion. A necdefull point in theſe | 

ecaying times; in which Sathan knowing, 
chat 'h 


hath but a ſport time , hath great wrath, 


and beſtirreth himſelfe exceedingly ; and in | 
which alſo,many, as it were wearic of Man- | 
na, of thei ſyncere doftrine of the Goſpel, 
doe long for thefleſh-pors of Egypr, for the 
groſſenes of Poperie ; others goe about to 
make a Medley of Poperie and true Chriſtia- | 
nitic , to put the Arke and Dagon into one . 
Temple, which capnot be, others con{ide- 
ring the courſe of Times, carrie themſelues 
in a kinde of Indifferencie, cafting (like the | 
wiſe Steward) what they ſhall doe hereaftex. 
So that if eucr the Papiſts,, leauing all other | 
perſwalios,ſhquld have opportunitie(which 
God forbid) rorefumethcir old Argument, 
From the clubbrs,threatning vs,thatzt wwe will | 
1-1-0 
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 Tiimbs Preebaſe, 
ot ſell our Inherit nce, they will fire vs out, it 
is much to be feared,that a great many of vs 
would rcligne our intereſt, choofing rather 
to goe {cckea new,then to hold our old pof- 


the bleſſing of God vpon the vſe of the 
good meanes,ſhall be grounded in Gods ho- 
ly Truth /tand faſt , andkeepe the Inſtructions, 
that ye haue beene taught;and [pray Ieſus Chriſt 
or Lord, who hath grven vs Exerlaſfting Conſo- 
{ation + good hope through grace, comfort our 
Heartes,and ſtabliſh 15, in enery word and good 
worke. | 

The next point, is to vrge this Inhibitio in 
regard of the Truth of Obedience;of which 
allo this place is to be vnderſtood , which 
faith , ſell mat the Truth , that is, Af- 


true Obedzence,ſte thou nexer forſake the ſame. 
For the well handling of this point,the moſt 
fulland profitable courſe were this . In ſo- 
much as Sathan, the Arch-enemic of our 
ſoules, knowing, that the further we goe on 
intrue Obedience, the further. we arc from 
his iuriſdiftion,doth 'therefore, nor faile ro 
{ollicite vs, and by many ſeuerall meanes to 
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ſeſſion ypon ſo hard conditions. I beſeech | 
you thercfore, let vs as well remember to 
take heed of a Thriftleflenes inforſaking the | 
Truth,as of Miſerablenes and Niggardice in | 
purchaſing the Th, and ler me conclude | 
this place,and exhortation, with the wordes , 
of the Apoſtle;you that are, or hereafter by | 
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for the Glorie of God, for tz:* comfort of a 

diſtreſſed and diſtracted contcience, and for 

the reſtraint of the Livertie of the fleſh : and 

| which ſocuer of the two, they ſhall find , by | 
the witnes of their owne conſcience, (con- 

; curring with che yoite of the Scripture) to 
make moſt for all,or for any of theſe three, | 


| | Ieethemrakethar,co be the ſoundeſt,and for | 


| their life not dare to renounce it. Marke the | 
| Reaſon. Firſt the End why God made all. 
things, was the Glory ofhis own name:the end 
| why he redeemed mankind was, That ns fleſ 
' ſnowld rewice in hrs preſence but that he which re- 
| _ ſhould rejoyce inthe Lord; that no man + 

ould haue cauſe to thanke himſelfe, but | 
ſhould be compelled co aſcribe all ynto the | 
| Lord.By this RulePaul decideth the Con- | 
rroverſie touching Iuftification by Faith and 
workes;where is thew the reioycing?ſaith he) Te 
* excinded: By what law; ( that is , By what 
means of ſalnatid of worker? Nay but by the Law 
of Faith. Faith takerh all from man,and aſcri- 
beth all ro the Lord : Therefore we concinde, 
that 4a man 11 inſtified by faith withou the workes 


| of the law.So that hence I confirme This Rule, 


[that looke which point of DoCtriue doth | 
; moſt debaſe man,and giue the whole glorie 
j of al good ynto the Lord,thac is the Truch, 
andtharis alone to be embraced. Por the ſe- 
cond Rule,which is touching comfort : Paul 
| faith, that the Ende why the Scripture was 
( written was fer our Learning and comfort:The 


| End | 
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Ende of all, both writing and Teaching is, 
that man feeling the extremitie of his owne 
_ miſerie, might notwithſtanding be ſerled in 
the comfortable affurice of the loue of God 
ia Chriſt Ieſus, $o then,that doftrine which 
affordeth che ſoundeſt comfort,then, when a | 
; wounded conſcience moſt defireth comfort, 
that is the Truth, and that is noe at any band. 
to be forſaken . Thirdly, couching the Re- 
 ftraint of the fleſh, I remember the laying of 
the Apoſtle, Te hae beone called into lobertes, Gei;s,. 
' oxely ſe not your libertie as an occaſion te the 
| fleſp:as who would ſay, The doftrine of Chri- 
| tian Religion, chough ic be a doQtrine of Li. 
| bertiero the Spirit, freeing ue from the bon- 
 dage of finne and Sathan , yet iris a doftrine 
| of Reſtraint eo the Fleſh; ſothat when you 
| feele the Fleſh begin to breake our, and take 
; libertic,, then know it to be an Abuſe of the 
 Dodrine of Libertie. This was Pauls mea- 
' ning. So that it is an vnfallible Canon, thac - 
. that DoArine which prefſeth vpon men, the 
moſt preciſe and firit Obedience to Gods 
will, not giuing any the leaft toleration to a- 
ny the ſmalleſt ſinne, bur is ſtill cmbing 
mans natural] inclination ynto Euill, that 
' fame is the Trav of God, that ought every 
| ſeruant of God to maintain. Ipray youre- 
member this DireQion. I dec not ſor mine 
owne part(and I'fpcake it hauing often and 
aduiſedly thought ypon it) know any maine 
point of Poperie, bur it may well be _ b 
K 2 theſe 
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Trathes Purchaſe. 
theſe Rules. So that you ſhall finde all the 
Grounds of thar Religion , either to obſcure 
i Gods glorie,, or to weakeo mans comfort, 
'or( whar: pretenſe focuer it may make , by 
\not ſeeming roſpare rhe Bodie)to giue libertic | 
to the fleſh, I pray you triethe Truth hereof | 
;yponoccafian , and thencredie the Direion 
accordingly. 

Thus much briefly how. a Chriſtian good | 
husband , who hauing ar a dearechand-pur- 
chaſed the 77%, and is willing till to enioy 
ir, may keepe the ſame from all -Huckſters, 
whether they be ſuch as would draw him to. 


, 
[ 
' 


No Religion,or ſuch as would winne bim x0 | 
a falſe religion. A needefull point in theſe | 

ecaying times , in which Sathan knowing . 
that he hath but a ſhort time , hath great wrath, | 
and beſtircreth himſelfe exceedingly ; and in 
which alſo,many, as it were wearie of Man- 
na, of the; ſyncere doftrine of the Goſpel, 
doe long for the:fleſh-pors of Egypr, for the | 
groſſenes of Poperie ; others. goe about to 
make a Medley of Poperie and true Chriſtia- | 
nitie , to put the Arke and Dagon into one | 
Temple, which cannot be, others conlide- 
ring the courſe of Times, carrie themſelues 
in a kinde of Indifferencie, caſting (like the | 
wiſe Steward) what they ſhall doe hereaftex. 
So that if eyer the Papiſts,, leauing all other | 
perſwaſios ſhould haue opportunitie(which 


God forbid) roreſumethcir old Nm 
From the clwbbrs,threatning vs,thag If we will 
t Yor , 
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not ſell our Inherit.»uce, they will fire vs out, it | 
is much to be feared,that a great many of vs | 
would rcfigne our intereſt, choofing rather | 
to goe ſcckea new,then to hold our old poſ- 
[con ypon ſo hard conditions. I beſeech | 
you therefore, let vsas well remember to | 
take heed of a Thriftleflenes inforſaking the | 
Truth,as of Miſerablenes and Niggardice in 
purchaſing the 75whb, and let me conclude | 
this place,and exhortation,with the wordes , 
of the Apoſtle;you that are, or hereafter by | 
the blefling of God vpon the vſe of the, 

ood meanes,ſhall be grounded in Gods ho- 
ly Truth ſtand faſt , andkeepe the Inſtructions, 
that ye haue brene taught;and [pray Ieſus Chriſt 
our Lord, who hath grvenvs Exerlaſting Conſo- 
{ation & good hope through grace, comfort our 
Heartes,and /tabliſh 15, in every word and good 
worke. 

The next point, is to vrge this Inhibitis in 
regard of the Truth of Obedience;of which 
alſo this place is to be vnderſtood,, which 
faith , ſell mar the Trath , that is, Af- 
ter thou art once entred imo a boly conrſe of 
true Obedzence,ſte thou nexer forſake the ſame. 
For the well handling ofthis point,the moſt 
fulland profitable courfe were this . In ſo- 
much as Sathan, the Arch-ecnemic of our 
ſoules,knowing, that the further we goe on 
in true Obedience, the further. we arc from 
his iuriſdiftion,doth 'rherefore, not faile to 
{ollicite ys, and by many ſeucrall meanes to 
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| be eyer tempering with vs, to (lake our for- 


wardnes,and to kill and coole all zeale with- 
in vs; for this cauſe it were good to diſcouer 
his plots,to defigne his inſtruments, and to 
note the ſcucrall ſuggeſtions by which he at- 
cempteth ro make vs caſt off all holy Obedi- 
enceto Gods Trueb.Sometimes Profite hin- 
dreth, ſemetime Pleaſure miſleadeth , ſome- 
eumes a feare to impaire our credit in the . 
world is a toppe , ſometimes a conceipt of 
roo much ſtraitnes and difficultic in Religion 
diſcourageth,ſomerimes an opinion that to 
much zealc is fuperfluous,crofeth vs; ſo that 
it is a hard matecr,toplay the good Husband 
in holding faft a good profciiion to the End. 


Bute, beeauſc to enter into cyecric of theſe 


particulars, would require a more large dil- | 


courſe , therefore as a gencrall preſerus- | 
tive, againſt all occaſions that may with- | 
draw,l will onely commend, and confirme , 
vateyou this Doctrine,namely; Thur he which | 
hath entred mio a good courſe of true obotgence, | 

t not at any hand to deſift and fall away from 
— The courſe of ye is Lee | 


{anScripture compared toa Race,in which it | 


ſufficerh nota man , either ro haue run long, ' 
or to hauerunne painefully, vnleſſe he bold . 
out ynto the marke;nay,he which breaketh | 
is as far fromareward as 
he which never ſer one Reppe forwerd ther- | 
vnaco;So in this Caſe,ic booteth not a'mangto | 
hauc beene ſometimes yery forward, and to. 
| haue, 
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hauc made ſome ſhew of loue and obedicce | 
| ynto Gods Tr«ch,ynleſſe he doe perfift, and. 
| continue therein vnto the end. Therefore,So 
| runne(faith the Apoltle)cher you may obtame. ' 
' ſorume;rthat is,moderately inthe beginning, »-Corg.24- 
| conftantly in the midſt, and cheerefully in | 
' the end,making the end rather better, then. 
| worſe then che Beginning . An ynſtayed, in- 
| ; conftant and fickle diſpoſition, to be caried 
| ; with a humour, and to embrace a thing but 
; for afitre, is a thing ſo diſgracefull even in 
| common reaſon;that many men oftentimes 
| doe perſiſt in that which is naught, rather | 
, to incurre the luſpition of ynſetlednes;much | 
' more;is it ſhamefull in matters of religion, | 
| And therefore, as it is the Brand of the wic- 
| ked to be like a whirlewind, ſo it is the note 
| of the Righteous to be as an Everlaſting Fox- | Pro 10.25, 
dation. All che promiſes of Happines in holy | 
| Scripture,are made wirh Condition of Con- 
tinuance. He that endureth tothe end ſhall be 
ſaved; To him that ouercommeth will I give, &e. | Math.24.13. 
| Be faithfwull co the Death , and thowſhalt receine | "57: 
the crowne of life . So that if you take, away 
| continuance, all hope of happines is vteer] 
| overthrowne. In a word, not to ſay fo i | 
f as might be ſpoken in this caſe ; they which | 
| haue beene zealous,and carefull,& forward, | 
| and doe after orow cold,their cafe is worle, ' 
| and their puniſhment more heauy.Firſt their 
(caſe is worſe, becauſe hereby they are | 
| brought into the way, to that vnpardonable | | 
{ finne | | 
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finne againſtthe holy Ghoſt, ſo that if ever | 
they recover,it will coſt them the ſetting on. | 
| Againe their puniſhment is more heauie:For 
| they who hawe eſcaped from the filthines of the 
| World,through the knowledge of the Lord &5c. It 
they be "_ againe therein, the latter end us 
; worſe then the beginnmg. | 

| There is aneceſlarie yſe to be made of 
I INE away, looſing | 
che firlt loue, are the common ſinnes of the 
| profeſſors of religis in this age. The Church 
; is fulot Demaſſes whohaue let their 01d zeale 
| and haue embraced the preſent world. The bleſ- 
ſed continuance of our happy Peace, hath 
becne to many an occaſion of Falling: Ir is 
time that the Lord ſhould quicken vs by 
ſome ſharper courſes. There be many, of 
whom it may be ſaid, He was 4 zralor; Gen-| 
 tleman, careful in the wares of godlines: I knew | 
ſuch an one, anearneſt ard painefull preacher, 
ſtudiou induſtrious,of excellent giftes: There 15 
as other,was pretily come on, and g ae good teſti. 
7011 of Gods graces tobe in him, was a dilgent | 
hearer , a man who loued to conferre of good, 
Thwgi; But now there ts a great alteratron, the 
world hath choked them, the Vanitie of outward 
ethos hath beguiled them and they are, not the 
men they as. ores that any man ſhould 
owe occaſion to haueit ſo ſaid of him. I re- 
member the ſaying, 1t :s the moſt woefull thing | 


eſt fuilſe bea- | 2g hawe beere happy: and ſo, itis a miſcrable, 


thing to haue beene zealous, and now not, 
eo! 
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'tobezealous, to haue had Lands, and Li- 
uings,and large poſſeſſions, and now to be 
, a begger, to hauc hadthe Truth of Obedi-. 
; ence in poſſeſſion , but now to haue cleane | 
parted therew itha), I beſeech you,if any here | 
be guilty herein (as eucry man. hath good 
cauſe to be ielous ouer himſelfe witha godly | 
ielonſhe)let hum beadmoniſhed to looke to | 
'1t quickly,to reperr andadoe bes firſt worker, lealt. 
' he incurre a double condemnation . Who | 
will pitic him, thar had Jand and living, 
and could nor keepe it ? and how ſhall 
the Lord be mercifull ynto him,who having | 
knowne the #/ay of 774th ſhall rurne froms the ' 
holy Commandem:ent fiuen vntohan? And for. 
others,which are/perhaps but yer commers | 
on and beginners in good things.as you ſhal | 
learne, other Things, ſolearne this withall, 
that we haue need to kcepe a narrow warch ;, ito _ 
over our hartes, leaſt we rwaxe wearie of wel! 
Doing leaſt at vnawares a kind of ſacietic & 
fulnes creepe vpon vs.To,beginne a thing is 
leaſant, therefore for yarieties ſake, many 
will beginne, but ypon ſome occaſions ſoone 
Icauc off; fo that all the proofe is in the End. 
There is one point inore behinde, no lefſ= 
neceſſarie then rhe former, a Branch of my | 
diuiſion , and incident alſo to my Text ; and; 
that is, a Godly care to enlarge, and encreaſe 
the Truth which we hawe purchaſed. In this fru- | 
gall and Thriving Age,he is,among worldly, 
wiſe men , halfe accounted an ynthritt, not. 
, L1 onely 
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 onely,that maketh a ay his cſtate , either in 
, whole,or m part, but alſo which deth nor by 
his induſtrie,and proudence ſomething ber- 
rer the ſame. And Ipray you,mark,it my Text, 
doe notrequire lo much:Ir is in the nature ot - 
euery Inhibition,or forbidding Commande- 
ment,to imply the conerarie : As, Tha alt 
ot kill; comprehendeth this vndcr it , T how 
Salt by all hone/t me.znes preſerne the hfe of thy 
neighbour: ſo,thou alt not ſellthe Truth : what 
mult I then doc, witt thou ſay:) Thou mult 
husband it well,and labour to encreaſe it. So 
that my Text very naturally, without ſetting 
it vpn the racke, occalioncth the vrging of 
that dutic which the Scripture often doth 
perſwade, namely, 4 carmg and endeanouring 
to thrine m Religion, toencreaſe both im knowledge 
and im obedjence.S,Peter giveth a charge, Grow 
32 grace. Paul beicecherh his hearcrs't9 ex- 
creaſe more and more. Salomon compareth the 


| {tate of a Chriſtian 70 che light, which ſcineth 


more and more vto the perfit day. In Ezekiel, 
the graces of Gods ſpirit, are figured by the 
waters, i{ſuing out of the Sanctuarie , which 
werefirſt to the 2 k/es,then to the knees, then 
ro the /oywes, then to armer that could not be 
pajſed over . David calleth Gods ſeruants 
Trees which bring forth front m4 their age, and c- 
uCn then are fat, and flouriſhmg. Chritt in the 
Parable reporteth that the Euill ſeruant, 
though he kept the Talent in a naphin ſafe, 


yet was condemned for not encrealing it. 
Thug 
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' Thus you ſee the Truth of this Dodtrine. | 
AndI pray you let vs make the vieot it,to | 14. ye. 
be (tirred vp by it (ſo many as have gorten | 
fome knowledge, and ſhewed ſome fruits of | 
Obedience, )not to reſt ſatisfied therewith, ' 
thinking that we know enough, & havedone | | 
cnough , but after the worthic example of _. 
Paul,jet vs [till forget that which is behinde,ac- Ful.z.a;. 
counting that whereto we arc come, to be 
ſcarſc worth the naming, and ſtriuing to goe 
trom grace to grace, from yertue to vertue, | 
from ſtren ath to ferength , according 45 God hath | tg 7* 
dea't to enery one the meaſure of farth. Fleſhand 
blood is rcadie ſoone to fatisfic it ſelfe , with | 
a littie in theſe things , though in other 
ola 15 it be vnlatiable ; and worldly men - 
' (that would be thought religious for all. 
| | that )they plead, All :; well, and hy Religions 
' nou'd you gia vs to be? Doe we not rhus and 
this, and what would you hae of vs more? To 
 helpe this, I pray you remember this; 
He is the beſt Chriſtian, who is cuer conplat- 
ning to himlelfe of his owne ſlacknes, ani ' 
carieth a kind of ho! y IndIgnation again(t 


 hinlelfe.that he kno th no more.,and js no 


more obedient, more gricuing at that which 

' is Behisd,then pleafing himſe; Tfeinthat wher- P1313: 
ro he is attained. And on the other ſide, he 
thatism his owne conceipt come to a fuil 
point, thinking that a little Religion, a little 
zcale,a little kolines, a little knowledge will 
ſuthce,the ſame man hath no zeafe, no holi- 

| 2, nes, 


Me 


” "IS 42 — —_—— _ _ 


* ee Cog + COS eee, 


er ns 


76 \ Truthes Purchaſe. 2 


| — 


| nes,no knowledge,no religion at all.My rea- | 

| . , 

ſonis, the euill ſeruant I ſpake of before, : 
"\Mat.z5.29, Choughin one place itis [aide of him, that, 
+ 5: ae chat was taken from him which he had, yet | 
elſwhere it is ſaid of him,thatrhat was taken | 
' Luc:8.438, from himwhich it ſeemed he had.Sothatir is | 
| but a ſeeming of Religion, where there is no | 


| 


| 
| 


| care of encreaſing. And thus at laſt I have | 
| ended this Text , & though I haue not hand-| 
* | led _ point ſo largely, as the worth of it | 
| did deferue, yet I have, in ſorne meaſure, | 
'touched cuery particular incident to this, 
place. | | 
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| The ende of the ſecond Sermon. 


| Let God alone haue 
\ | the plorie. 
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